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AN INDIAN BRAMIN. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The Earl of 


My Lokn, Pekin, May 12, 1749. 

N the laſt letter which I had the honour of writing 

to your Lordſhip, dated December 23, 1748, I 
think I concluded all I had to ſay in regard to the to- 
pography and natural hiſtory of this great empire, 


I purpoicd in this, and tome ſucceeding ones, to have 


ſet down ſuch obſervations as I have been able to make 
on the laws, government, religion, and manners of 


the people; but a remarkable occurrence has happened 


lately, which ergroſſes the converſation of the literati 
here; and may nereatter, perhaps, afford matter of 
ſpeculation to the learned of Europe. As it is of a 
nature which I know will turnith tome entertainment 
to your Lordſhip, I will endcavour to give vou as dit- 
tint and particular an account of it as I have been 
able to obtain. | | 

Adjoining to China on the weſt, is the large coun- 
try of Thibet, called by iome Barantola. In a pro- 
vince of this country, named Lata, endes the Grand 
Lama, or High Priett, of theſe idolators, who is re- 
verenced, and even awored, as a god, by moſt of th 
neig:bouring nations, The high opinion which is 


entertained oi his ſacred character, induces prodigious 


numbers of religious veo;/ie to refort to Lata, to pay 
their homage to him, and to give him pretents, in or— 
der to receive his bleſſing. His retdence is in a molt 
magnificent pagod or temple, built on the top of the 
mountain Poutaia. The toot of this mountain, and 
even the whole diſtrict of Lata, is inhabited by an m- 
credible number of Lamas ot ditferent ranks anc. or- 
ders; f-vcral of whom have very grand pagods er: Cted 
to their honour, in which they receive a Kind of mte—- 
rior worſhip. The whole cownry, like Italy, avounds 
with prietls; and they entirely {ub on the great 


number of rich preients which ae ut them from the 


ut moſt 


Thi 


utmoſt extent of Tartary, from the empire of the 
Great Mogul, and from almoſt all parts of the Indies. 
When the Grand Lama receives the adorations of the 

ple, he is raiſed on a magnificent altar, and fits 
crols-legg'd upon a {ſplendid cuſhion. His worſhip- 

- proſtrate themielves before him in the humbieſt 
and molt abject manner; but he returns not the leaſt 
fgn of reſpect, nor ever ipciks even to the greatelt 
princes. He only lays his hand upon their heads, and 
they are fully pertuaded that they receive from thence 
a full torgivencts of all their fins. They are like- 
wite fo extravagant as to imagine, that he knows all 
things, even the iccrets of the heart; and his particu- 
lar diſciples, being a {cle& number of about two hun- 
dred ot the moit eminent Lamas, have the addreſs to 
make the pcople believe he is immortal; and that, when- 
crer he appears to die, he only changes his abode, and 
animates a 1iew boy. 

The learned in China have long been of opinion, 
that in the archives of this gland temple, ſome very 
ancient bocks have tor many age teen concealed : and 
the prelent Emperor, who. {5 vey circus in fearching 
after the writings of antiquity, hol ane at, length to 
tully convinced of the probability ut this opinion, 
that he deterivincu to try whetier any difcovery ot this 
fort could be made. 1% this end, nis firſt care was 
to find out à perton eminently isa in the ancient 
languages and charicters. Hr at ehgth pitched upon 
one of the Hu lius, or doclors of the firit order, 
whoſe name was Cao-tiou, a man oi about fifty years 
of age, ot à grave and noble aipett, of great elo- 
quence, and who, by an accidental irmdibip with 
a certain learned Lama, who had retvied many years 
at Pekin, was become entirely mater of the language 
which the Lamas oi Thihet ue among themiclves. 

With thele quauncaticns he tot torward on his jour— 
ney; and to give his common the greater weight, 
the Emperor honou cd nm with the title of Coloa, or 
Prime XIimiſter; to which he added a molt magnifi- 
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6 
cent equipage and attendants, with preſents to the 
Grand Lama, and the other principal Lamas, of an 
immenſe value; alſo a letter, written with his own 
hand, in the following terms : 


To the Great REPRESENTATIVE of GOD, 
« Moſt High, moſt Holy, and worthy to be adored! 
Fi WE the Emperor of Chiva, ſovereign of all 
the ſovereigus of the earth, in the perſon of 
this our mott reſpected Prime Miniſter Cao-tfoy, 
with all reverence and humility, proftrate curſelt 
beneath thy ſacred feet, and implore for ourielf, 
© our friends, and ovr empire, thy moſt pœwerful 
and gracious benediction. | 
& Having a ſtreng clue to ſexrch into the records 
& of antiquity, to leara and retrieve the wiidom of 
ce the ages that are paſt ; and being well informed, that 
ce in the ſacred rep titor:es oi thy meſt ancient and ve- 
& nerable hicrarchy, there are ſome valuable books, 
& which, from their great antiquity, are become, to 
de the generality even of the learned, almoſt wholly 
& unir telligible; in order, as far as in us lies, to pre- 
& vent their being totally Joſt, we have thought proper 
& to authorize and employ our woſt learned and ref- 
c pected miniſter Cao-tiou in this our pelent embaſſy 


* 
* 


4 to defire that he may be peiniitted to read and eka 
mine the ſaid writings; we expecting trom his great 
& and uncommon fſtali in tne ancient languages, that 
he will be abic to interpret whatever ny be found, 
though ot the higheſt and moſt obicure antiquity, 
& Ant wt have commanded him to throw lumielt at 
« thy 2? et, with wan teſtimonies of cur re!prit, as, 
« we it, will procure him the aimittance we ur» 

6 fire. | 
I will not det ain your Lordinp with: any particulars 
of his journey, theugn be hath publifhed a large ac- 
count of it, af. uni with many lurpriung relations, 
aud which, at wy return tc England, I may probaviy 
| diem, 
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tranſlate, and publiſh entire. Let it ſuffice at preſent, 
that when he arrived at theſe jacred territorics, the 
magnificence of his appearance, and the richne:s ot his 
prelents, failed not to gain him a ready admiſſion. He 
had apartments appointed him in the Sacred College, 
and was afiifted in his enquiries by one of the moſt 
karned Lamas. He continued there near fix months 
during which time he had the ſatisfaction of finding 
many valuable pieces of antiquity; from ſome of 
which he hath made mary curious extracts, and hath 
formed ſuch probable conjectures concerning their au- 
thors, and tie times wherein they were written, as 
PLOVES him to be a man of great judg nent and penetra- 
tion, as well as moſt extenhive reading. 

But the moſt ancient picce he hath diicovered, and 
which none ot the Lamas tor many ages had been able 
to interpret or undeiſtand, is a imall ſyſtem of mora- 
lity, written in the lavguage and characters of the 
ancient Gymnoſoplutts or Bramins; but by what par- 
ticular perion, or in what time, he does not pretend to 
determine. This piece, however, he wholly tranflated 3 
though, as he himtcit contelles, with an utter incapa— 
city of reaching, in the Chineic language, the ſtrength 
and iublimity of the original. Toe judgments and 
opinions of the Bonzecs, and the dcn doctors, are 
very much divided concerning it. bote who admire 
it the molt highly, are very fond of att.ibuting it to 
Contucius, thcir own great philulupher z and get over 
the difficulty of its being written in the language and 
characters of the ancient Bramins, by fuppobng this to 


be only a tranſlation, and that the original work of 


Contucius is loſt, Some will have it to be the Inttitutes 
of Lad-KNiun, another Cnincie philolopher ontempo— 
rary with Contucius, and tounder of the lee Tavilee 
but thee labour unter the ſame difiiculty, in regard to 
the language, with thoſe who attribute it to Contucius. 
There are others, who, from ſome particular marks 
and ſentiments which they find in it, luppote it to be 
written by the Bramin Dandaniis, Whole ie mous letter 
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to Alexander the Great is recorded by the European wri. 
ters. With theſe Cao-tſou himſelf ſeems moſt inclined 
to agree; at leaſt ſo far as to think, that it is really 
the work of ſome ancient Bramin ; being fully per- 
ſuaded, from the ſpirit with which it is written, that 
it is no tranſlation. One thing, however, occaſions 
ſome doubt amongſt them; and that is, the plan of it; 
which is entirely new to the Eaſtern people, and ſo un- 
like any thing they have ever ſeen, that if it was not 
for ſome turns of expreſſion peculiar to the Eaſt, and 
the impoſſibility of accounting tor its being written in 
this very ancient language, many would ſuppoſe it to 
be the work of an European. 

But whoever was the writer of it, the great noite 
which it makes in this city, and all over the empire, 
the eagerneſs with which it is read by all kinds of peo- 
ple, and the high encomiums which are given to it by 
ſome, at length determined me to attempt a tranſlation 


of it into Engliſh 3 eſpecially as I was perſuaded it 


would be an agreeable pictent to your Lordſhip. And 


I was the more eatily induced to make the trial, as, 


very happily tor me, you cannot judge how tar I have 
fallen ſhort of the original, or even of the Chinete 
tranſlation. One thing, however, it nay perhaps be 
neceilaty to apologize tur, at lcaſt to give lome account 
of; and that is, the ſtile and manner in which I have 
tranilatca it. I can aſſure your Lordſhip, that when 
I firſt at down to tlie work, 1 had not the leait inten- 
tion of doing it in this way; but the ſublime manner 
of thinking which appearca in the Introduction, the 
great energy of exprethon, and the ſhortnets of the len- 


tences, naturally lead me into this Kind of tile, And 


I hope the having to elegant a pattern to iorm mviclt 
upon, as our vertion ot the book ot Job, the Piaims, 
the works cf Solomon, and the Prophets, have been 
of ſome advantage to my tranitlation. 

Such as it is, it it aſtords vour Lordihip any enter- 
tainment, I thall think mylelt extremely hippy 3 and 
in my next will zeſume my account of this people, and 
their empire. I am, my Lord, Yours, &Xcs 
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THE 
ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 


INTRODUCTION. 
pow down your heads unto the duft, O ye inhabi- 
tants of the earth; be filent, and receive with re- 
verence inſtruction from on high. | 
Whereſocver the iun doti ſhine, whereſoever the 
wind doth blow, whereſoever there is an ear to hear, 
and a mind to conceive; there let the precepts of life 
be made knowa, let the maxims of truth be honoured 
and obeyed. | | 
All things proceed from God. His power 1s un- 
bounded 3 his wiſdom is trom eternity; and his good- 
nels endureth for ever. 
He fitteth on his throne in the centre; and the 
breath of his mouth grveth life to the world. 
He toucheth the ſtars with his finger, and they run 
their courle rejoicing. 
On the wings of the wind he walketh abroad, and 
pertormeth his will through all the regions of unli- 
| _ mited fpace. | 
Order, and grace, and beauty, ſpring from his hand. 
The voice of wildom ſpeaceth in all lus works: 
but the human underſtamling comprehenueti it not. 
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: The thadow of know:!-c pafleth over the mind of 
| man as a dream: he jecth as in the dark; he reaſoneth, 
and 15 deceived. | 

But the wildom of Ged is as the light of heaven: 
he reaſoneth not; his mind is the fountain ct truth. 
s Juſtice and mercy wait before his tarone 3 benevo- 
lence and love enlighten his counteuance tor ever. 
l Who is like unto the Lord in glory? Who in power 
ſhail contend with the Almiglity? Hath he any equal in 
, wiidom ? Can any 351 goodnels be compared unto him? 
a | He it is, O Men! who hath created thee; thy fta- 


tion on earth is fixed by his appointment: the powers 
| of thy mind are the gitts or his. gecttneſs; the won- 
| ders of thy fiame are the work of his hand. 
| Hear then his voice, fer it is gracious; and he that 
obezeth, ſhall eſtabliſh his foul in peace. | 
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DUTIES THAT RELATE TO MAN 
CONSIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL, 
CONSIDERATION. 
(COMMUNE with thyſelf, O Man! and conſider 


wherefore thou wert made. 

Contemplate thy powers; contemplate thy wants 
and thy connections: fo ſhalt thou diicover the duties 
cf life, and be directed in all thy ways. 

Proceed not to ſpeak, or to act, before thou haſt 
weighed thy words, and examined the tendency of 
every ſtep thou ſhalt take: io ſhall diſgrace fly far 
from thee, and in thy houſe ſhail ſhame he a ſtranger; 
repentance ſhai! not viſit thee, noi lorrow dwell on thy 
cheek. 

The thoughtleſs man bridleth not his tongue; be 
ſpeaketh at 9 and is entangled in the fooliſhnets 
ot his own words. 

As one that runneth in haſte, and leapeth over 2 
fence, may fall into a pit on the other {ide which he 
doth not fee; io is the man that plungeth ſuddeniy 
into any action, before he hath conſidercd the cunice 
quences thereof. 

Hearken, therefore, unto the voice of Conſidern- 
tion; her words are the words ot wiftom ; and her paths 
ſhall lead thce to fatety and truth. 


MODESTY. 
HO art thou, O Man, that p:e wmeit on thine 
own wifdom? or why doſt thou 1 aunt thylelt on 
thine own acquirements ? 
The firſt ſtep towards being wiſe, is to know that 
thou art ignorant; and if thou wovldtt not be ettcemed 


fooliſh in the judgment ot others, cait cit the tolly oi 


being wiſe in thine own conccit 
As a plain garment beſt adorneth en beautiful woman, 
ſo a decent behaviour i is the greateſt orname::t Ci Wile 
dom. 
The ſpeech of a modeſt man giveth Juttre to truth; 
and the diffidence of his words excul-th his error. 


He 
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THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 11 
He relieth not on his own wiſdom; he weigheth 
the counſels of a friend, and receiverh the benefit 
thereof. 
He turneth away his ear from his own praiſe, and 


| believeth it not: he is the laſt in diſcovering his own 


rfections. 

Vet, as a veil addeth to beauty, ſo are his virtues 
ſet off by the ſhade which his modeſty caſteth upon 
them. 

But—behold the vain man, and obſerve the arro- 
gant ; he cloatheth himſelf in rich artire, he caſteth 
round his eyes, and courteth obſervation. 

He tofſeth up his head, and overlooketh the poor; 
he treateth his inferiors wah inſolence, and his fupe- 
riors in return look down on his pride and folly with 
laughter. 

He deſpiſeth the judgment of others; he relieth 
on his own opinion, and is confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity of his imagination 
his delight is to hear and to (peak of himſelf all the 
day long. 

He ſwalloweth with greedineſs his own praiſe z and 
the flattercr in return eateth him up. 

APPLICATION. 
SINE the days that are paſt are gone for ever, and 
thote that are to come may not come to thee; it 
behoveth thee, O Min, to employ the preſent time, 
without regretting the lots of that which is paſt, or too 
much depending on that which is to come. 

This inſtant is thine; the next is in the womb of 

futurity; and thou knoweſt not what it may bring 


| forth. 


Whatſocver thou refolveth to do, do it quickly : 
defer not till the evening what the morning may ac- 
complith, 

Idlenets is the parent of want and of pain; but the 
labour ot virtuc bringeth forth plcaſure. 

Thy haud of diligence dcteateth want; proſperity and 
fuccets are the inc atrious man's attendants, 


Who 
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T2 THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 

Who is he that hath acquired wealth, that hath 
riſen to power, that hath clothed himſelf with honour, 
that is ſpoken of in the city with praiſe, and that 
ſtandeth before the Kirg in his council? Even he that 
hath ſkut out Idlencſs from his houſe ; and hath ſaid 
unto Sloth, Thou art mine enemy. 

He riſeth up carly, and lieth down late: he exerciſeth 
his mind with contemplation, and his body with action; 
and preſerveth the health of both. 

The ſlothful man is à burden to himſelf; he loitereth 
about, and knoweth not what he would do. 

His days pals away like the ſhadow of a cloud, and 
he leaveth behind him no mark for remembrance. _ 

His body is diſcaſed tor want of exerciſe; he 
wiſheth for action, but hath no power to move. His 
mind is in darkneſs; his thoughts are confuſed ; he 
longeth for knowledge, but hath no application. He 


would eat of the aimui:!, but liateth the trouble of 


breaking its ſhell. 

His houſe is in diſorder; his ervants are waſteful 
and riotous; and he runneth on towards ruin: he ſerth 
it with his eyes; he hearcth it with bis ears: he 
ſhaketh his head and witheth; but hath no creiobition z 
till ruin cometh upon him like a whirtwind z and flame 
and repentance deicend with him to the grave. 

| | EXULAT ION. 
T* thy ſou] thirfteth tor honour, it thy car hath any 


pleaſure in the voice of praiſe, raile thyfelf from ite. 


duſt whercot thou art made, and cxalt thy aim to tunic 
b * 


thing that 15 praile- worthy. 
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The oak, that now: ſpreadetn its branches towarns 
* a , To 5 
tne Heavens, was once but. an àcorn in the Buys 0 
the earth. 


Endeavour to be. ftiit in thy calling, wor over it he; 
neither let and one g be tere the. TT ell 4443 22 ever: 


thele!s, do not envy the merits gi andtler, bat impro: 

tine OV ral Nes. 
Scorn alſo to depreſs thy competitor B. anz dit 
neſt or unweithy methods; £1 ive t lane th ct e 
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THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE, 17 
bim only in excelling him; fo ſhall thy conteſt for tu 
periority be crowned with honour, if not with ſuc- 
cels. 

By a virtuous emulation the ſpirit of a man is exalted 
within him : he panteth after fame, and rejoiceta as 
racer to run his courſe. | | 

He riſeth as a palm-tree in ſpite of oppreſſion; and 
as an eagle in the firmament of heaven, he ſoareth aloft, 
and fixeth his eyes on the glories of the ſun. 

The examples of eminent men are in his viſions by 


night; and his delight is to follow them all the day 


8. 3 
He formeth great deſigns; he rejoiceth in the exe- 


cution thereof; and his name goeth forth to the ends 


of the world. | 

But the heart of the envious man is gall and bitter- 
neſs; his tongue ſpitteth venom; the ſucceſs of his 
neighbour breaketh his reſt. | | 

He ſitteth in his cell repining ; and the good that 
happeneth to another is to him an evil. | | 

Hatred and malice feed upon his heart, and there is 
no reſt in him. 

He fecleth in his own breaſt no love of goodneſs ; 
and therefore believeth his neighbour is like unto him- 
ſelf. 

He endeavours to depreciate thoſe who excel him; 
and putteth an evil interpretation on all their doings. 

He licth on the watch, and meditates miſchief ; but 
the deteſtation of man purſueth him; he is cruſhed as 
a {pider in his own web. 


PRUDENCE. 


EAR the words of Prudence; give heed unto her 
countels, and ſtore them in thine heart. Her max- 
ms are univert:l ; and all the virtues lean upon her: 
lhe is the guide and the miſtreſs of human life. 
Put a brate on thy tongue; fet a guard before thy 
lips; leit tie words of thine own mouth detiroy thy 


pcacx. B | Let 


— ͤ— . mm ̃— ny ——_—_—_—_—— — - 


14 THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFFÞ 

Let him that ſcoffeth at the lame, take care that 

he halt not himſelf : whoſoever ſpeaketh of another's 

failings with pleaſure, ſhall hear of his own with 
e. | 

Of much ſpeaking cometh repentance ; but in ſilence 
there is ſafety. | 

A talkative man is a nuiſance to ſociety ; the ear 
is fick of his babbling ; the torrent of his words over- 
whelmerh converſation. 

Boaſt not of thyſelf, for it ſhall bring contempt 
upon thee: neither deride another, for it is dan- 
gerous. 

A bitter jeſt is the poiſon of friendſhip ; and he 
who reſtrains not his tongue ſhall live in trouble. 

Furniſh thyſelt with the accommodations proper to 
thy condition ; yet ſpend not to the utmolt of what 
thou canſt aiford, that the providence of thy youth may 
be a comtort to thy old age. _ | 

Avarice is the parent of evil decds; but F rugality 
is the ſure guardian of our virtues. 

Let thy own buſineſs engage thy attention; leave the 
care of the State to the governors thereof. 

Let not thy recreations be expenive ; leſt the pain 


of purchaſing them exceed the pleaſure thou haſt in 


their enjoyment. 

Neither let Proſperity put out the eyes of Circum- 
ſpection, nor Abundance cut off the hands of Fruga- 
lity : he that too much indulgeth in the ſuperfluities of 
life, ſhall live to lament the want of its neceſſaries. 

Truſt no man before thou hait tried him: yet miſ- 


truſt not without reaſon; it is uncharitable. 


But when thou haſt proved a man to be honeſt, lock 
him up in thine heart as a trealure; regard him as 3 
jewel of ineſtimable price. 

Receive not the tavours of a mercenary man; nor 
join in friendihip with the wicked : they ſhall be tnares 
unto tt:y virtue, and bring grief to thy ſoul. 

Uſe not to-day what to-morrow may want; neither 
leave that to hazard, which torehbght may provide tor, 
or care prevent. Fiom 
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From the experience of others do thou learn wiſdom; 
and from their failings correct thine own faults. 

Yet expect not even from prudence infallible ſucceſs; 
for the day knoweth not what the night may bring 
forth. | 

The fool is not always unfortunate, nor the wiſe 
man always ſucceſsful : yet never had a fool thorough 
enjoyment, never was a wiſe man wholly unhappy. 


FORTTITUDE. 


ERILS, and misfortunes, and want, and pain, and 

injury, are the lot of every man that cometh into 
the world, | | 

It behoveth thee, therefore, early to fortify thy 
mind with courage and patience, that thou mayeſt 
ſupport with reſolution thy allotted portion of cala- 
mity. | 

As the camel beareth labour, and heat, and hunger, 
and thirſt, through deſarts of ſand, and tainteth not; 
ſo a man of tortitude ſhall ſuſtain his virtue through 


| perils and diſtreſs. 


A noble ſpirit diſdaineth the malice of Fortune: his 
greatnefs of ſoul is not to be caſt down. 

His happineſs dependeth not on her ſmiles, and 
therefore with her frowns he ſhall not be diſmayed. 

As a rock in the ſea, he ſtandeth firm; and the daſh- 
ing of the waves diſturbeth him not. 

He raiſes his head like a tower on an hill ; and the 
arrows of Fortune drop at his feet. 

In the inſtant of danger, the courage of his heart 
ſultaineth him; and the ſteadineſs of his mind beareth 
him out. 

He meeteth the evils of life as a man that goeth 
2 unto battle; and returneth with victory in his 
and. | 

Under the preſſure of misfortunes, his calmneſs al- 
leviates their weight; and by his conſtancy he ſhall 
ſurmount them. 

But the daſtardly ſpirit of a timorous man betrayeth 
him unto ſhame. 32 N By 


16 THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 

By ſhrinking under poverty, he ſtoopeth down te 
meanneſs ; and by tamely bearing inſults, he inviteth 
injuries. 

As a reed is ſhaken with the breath of the air; ſo the 
ſhadow of evil maketh him tremble. 

In the hour of danger he is embarraſſed and confoun. 
ded; in the day of misfortune he ſinketh, and deſpair 
— his ſoul. 


CONTENTMENT. 
FORGET not, O Man, that thy tation on earth 
is appointed by the wiſdom of the Eternal, who 
kane thy heart, who ſceth the vanity of all thy 
wiſhes, and who often in mercy denieth thy requeſts, 
Yet for all reaſonable defires, for all honeſt endea- 
vours, his benevolence hath eitabliſhed, in the nature of 
things, a probability of {uccets. 


The uneafinels thou fecleſt; the W thou 


bewaileſt; behold the root from whence they ſpring, 
even from thine own tolly, thine own pride, thine own 
diſtempered fancy. 

Murmur not, therefore, at the diſpenſations of God; 
but correct thine own heart: neither ſay within thy- 


ſelf, If I had wealth, power, or leiture, I ſhould be 


happy ; for know, they ali bring to their feveral policl- 
lors their peculiar inconveniencies. 


The poor man ſceth not the vexations and anxieties of 


the rich; he feeleth not the difficulties and perplexities 
of power; neither knoweth he the wearitomneſs of 
leiſure: and therefore it is that he repincth at his 
own lot. 

But envy not the appearance of happineſs in any 
man; for thou knowelt not his ſecret gricts. 

To be ſatisfied with a little, is the orcateit wiſdom; 
for he who increaſeth his riches increatcth his cares; 
but a contented mind is a hidden treaſure, and a 
guard from trouble. 

Yet, if thou ſutfereſt not the blandiſhments of thy 
fortune to rob the ei juſtice, of temperance, or cha- 
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rity, or modeſty, even riches themſelves ſhall not make 
thee unhappy. 

But hence ſhalt thou learn, that the cup of felicity, 

re and unmixed, 1s by no means a draught for mor- 
tal man, 

Virtue 1s the race which God hath ſet him to run, 
and happineſs the goal; which none can arrive at, till 
he hath finiſhed his courſe, and received his crown in 
the manſions of eternity, | 


TEMPERANCE. 


"PHE neareſt approach thou canſt make to happineſs 
on this fide the grave, is to enjoy from Heaven, 
health, wiſdom, and peace of mind, 55 
Theſe bleſſings, it thou poſeſſeſt, and wouldſt pre- 
ſerve to old age, avoid the allurements of Voluptuouſ- 
neſs, and fly from her temptations. 


When ſhe ſpreadeth her delicacies on the board, when 


her wine ſparkleth in the cup, when ſhe ſmileth upon 
thee, and perſuadeth thee to be joyful and bappy; 
then is the hour of danger, then let Reaſon ſtand firmly 
on her guard, | | 
For, it thou hearkeneſt unto the words of her adver- 


fary, thou art deceived and betrayed. 


The joy which ſhie promiſeth, changeth to madneſs ; 
and her enjoyments lead on to diſeaſes and death. 

Look round her hoard, caft thine eyes upon her gueſts, 
oblerve thoſe who have been allured by her ſmiles, who 
have liſtened to her temptations z | | 

Are they not meagre ? are they not ſickly ? are they 
not {piritleſs ? | | 

Their thort hours of jollity and riot are followed 
by tedious days of pain and dejection; ſhe hath de- 
bauched and palled their appetites, that they have now - 
no reiiſh for her niceſt dainties: the jutt and natural 
contequence which God hath ordained, in the conſti- 
tution of things, for the puniſhment of thoſe who abuſe 
his gifts. 


But who is ſhe, that, with graceful ſteps, and with 


_ Lively air, trips over yonder plain? | The 
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The roſe bluſhes on her cheeks; the ſweetneſs of 
the morning breathes from her lips; joy, tempered 
with innocence and modeſty, ſparkleth in her eyes; 
and from the chcertulneſs of her heart, ſhe fingeth a8 
ſhe walks. 

Her name is Health; ſhe is the daughter of Exer- 
ciſe, who begot her on Temperance : their ſons inha- 
bit the mountains that ſtretch over the northern regions 
of San Ton Hoe. 

They are brave, active and lively; and partake of 
all the beauties and virtues of their ſiſter. 

Vigour ſtringeth their nerves ; ſtrength dwelleth in 
their bones; and labcur is their delight all the day 
Jong. | 

Fe employments of their father excite their appe- 
tites, and the repaſts of their mother refreſh them. 

To combat the paſſions is their delight; to con- 
quer evil habits is their glory. 5 

Their pleaſures are moderate, and therefore they 
endure ; their repoſe is ſhort, but tound and undiſ. 
turbed. 

Their blood is pure; their minds are ſerene ; and 
the phyſician knoweth not the way to their habitations, 

But ſafety dwelleth not with the ſons of men, nei- 
ther is ſecurity found within their gates. 

Behold them expoſed to nc. dangers from without, 
while a traitor from within lurketh to betray them. 

Their health, their ſtrength, their beauty and afti- 
vity have raiſed deſire in the boſom of laicivious Love. 

She ſtandeth in her bower, ſhe comteth their regard, 
ſhe tpreadeth her temptations. 

Her limbs are ſoft, her air is delicate, her attire is 
looſe and inviting, Wantonne:s fpeaketh in her eyes, 
and on her belom fits Temptation: the beckoneth 
them with her finger, flic woceth them with her locks; 
and by the {(moutincts of her tongue the endeavoureth 
to deccive. 


Ah ! fly from her alurements ; top thine ears to 


her enchanting words. It thou mecter the lau gulſhing 
ot 
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of her eyes, if thou heareſt the ſoftneſs of her voice, 
if ſhe caſteth her arms about thee, ſhe bindeth thee in 


chains for ever. 


Shame followeth, and diſeaſe, and want, and care, 


d repentance. 


Enfeebled by Dalliance, with Luxury pampered, 


| and ſoftened by Sloth, ftrength ſhall forſake thy limbs 


and health thy conſtitution: thy days ſhall be few, 
and thoſe inglorious ; thy griets ſhall be many, yet 
meet with no compaſſion. 


THE PASSIONS. 
HOPE AND FEAR. 


TA promiſes of Hope are ſweeter than roſes in the 


bud, and far more flattering to expectation : but 


be threatenings of Fear are a terror to the heart. 


Nevertheleſs, let not Hope allure, nor Fear deter 


1 thee from doing that which is right; ſo ſhalt thou be 


prepared to meet all events with an equal mind. 

The terrors of death are no terrors to the good: 
reſtrain thy hand from evil, and thy ſoul ſhall have 
nothing to fear. 

In all thy undertakings, let a reaſonable aſſurance 


animate thy endeavours ; if thou deſpaireſt of ſucceſs, 


thou ſhalt not ſucceed. 

Terrify not thy ſoul with vain fears: neither let 
thy heart fink within thce from the phantoms of ima- 
gination. 

From Fear proceedeth misfortune; but he that 


| hopeth, helpeth kimiclf. 


As the ottrich when purſucd hideth his head, but 
forgetteth his bedy; fo the fcars of a coward expole 
nun to danger. | 


* 


It thou believeth a thing impeſſible, thy deſpon- 


' G&ncy ſhall make it 10; but he u that perievereth thall 
| Nercome all dithcultiçs. A vam 
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A vain hope flattereth the heart of a fool; but he 
that is wiſe purſueth it not. 

In all thy defires let Reaſon go before thee ; and fix 
not thy hopes beyond the bounds of probability; fo 
ſhall ſucceſs attend thy undertakings, and thy heart 
ſhall not be vexed with diſappointments. | 


JOY AND GRIEF. 


ET not thy mirth be fo extravagant as to intoxicate 

thy mind; nor thy ſorrow ſo heavy as to depreſs 
thy heart. This world affordeth no good fo tranſport- 
ing, nor inflicteth any evil fo ſevere, as ſhould raiſe 
thee far above, or fink thee much beneath, the balance 
of moderation. | 

Lo! yonder ftandeth the houſe of Joy ; it is painted 
on the outſide, and looketh gay; thou mayeſt know 
it from the noiſe of mirth and exultation that iſſueth 
from it. 

The miſtreſs tandeth at the door, and calleth alond 
to all that pals by; ſhe ſingeth, and ſhouteth, and 
laugheth without ccaſing. | 

She inviteth them to taſte the pleaſures of life; 
which, ſhe telleth them, are no where to be found but 

beneath her root. i 
But enter not thou into her gate; neither aſſociate 

thyſelf with thoſe who frequent her houſe. 

They call themſelves the ſons of Joy; they laugh, 
and ſeem delighted; but madneſs and folly are in all 
their doings. 

They are linked with miſchief hand in hand, and 
their ſteps lead down to evil; dangers beſet them round 
about, and the pit of deſtruction yawneth beneath 
their fcet. | 
Lock now on the other ſide ; and behold in that vale, 
overſhadowed with trees, and hid from the tight of 
men, the hubitation of Sorrow. 

Her boſom heaveth with ſighs; her mouth is filled 
with lamentation ; ſhe delighteth to dwell on the ſub- 
ject of human miſery. She 
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. _ She looketh on the common accidents of life, and 
weepeth : the weakneſs and wickedneſs of Man is the 
© theme of her lips. 
All Nature to her teemeth with evil; every object 
he ſreth is tinged with the gloom of her own mind; 
and the voice of Complaint ſaddeneth her dwelling day 
and night. 

Come not near her cell ; her breath is contagious; 
ne will blaſt the fruits, and wither the flowers, that 
adorn and [weeten the garden of lite. 

In avoiding the houſe of Joy, let not thy feet be- 
| tray thee to the borders of this diſmal manſion ; 
but purſue with care the middle path, which ſhall 
lad thee, by a gentle alcent, to the bower of Con- 
tentment . | 

With her dwelleth peace; with her dwell ſafety and 
tranquillity. She is cheerful, but not gay; ſerious, 
{ but not grave: ſhe vieweth the joys and the forrows of 
| life with ſteadineſs and ſerenity. | 
| From hence, as from an eminence, ſhalt thou be- 

hold the folly and the miſery of thoſe who, either led 
by the gaiety of their hearts, take up their abode 
; with the companions of Jollity and riotous Mirth ;z or, 
infeſted by gloomineſs and melancholy, ſpend all their 
te dys in complaining of the woes and calamities of hu- 
man lite. | 3355 
hy Thou ſhalt view them both with pity; and the error 
all {| of their ways ſhall kecp thy feet from ſtraying. | 


nd ANGER. 


nd AS the whirlwind in its fury teareth up trees, and 
$ deformeth the face of Nature, or as an earthquake 
m its convulſions overturneth citics, ſo the rage of an 
le, | agry man throweth miſchief around him; anger and 
deſtruction wait on his hand. 
But conſider, and forget got thine own weakneſs ; 
led b ſhalt thou pardon the tailings of others. 
ab- Indulge not thytelf in the paſſion of anger; it is whet - 
e ung 6 word to wound thine own breaſt, or murder thy 
| tend, It 
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If thou beareſt flight provocations with patience, it 
ſhall be imputed unto thee for wiſdom ; and if thou 
wipeſt them from thy remembrance, thy heart ſhall 
feel reſt, thy mind ſhall not reproach thee. 

Seeſt thou not that the angry man loſeth his under. 
ſtanding > Whiltt thou art yet in thy ſeates, let the 
wrath of another be a leſſon to thyſelt. 

Do nothing in thy paſſion : why wilt thou put to 
ſea in the violence of a ftorm ? 

Tf it be dithcult to rule thy anger, it is wiſe to pre- 


vent it: avoid, therefore, all occations of falling into 


wrath ; or guard thylelf againſt them whenever they 
occur. 


A fool is provoked with inſolent ſpeeches, but a 


wiſe man laugneth them to ſcorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaſt; it will torment 
thy heart, and diicolour its beſt inclinations. | 

Be always moe ready to forgive than return an in- 
Jury : he that watches for an opportunity to revenge, 
heth in wait againſt himſelt, and draweth down miſ- 
chief on his on head. | | . 

A mild anſwer to an angry man, like vater caſt up- 
on the fire, abateth his heat; and from an enemy he 
ſhall become thy friend. 

Conſider how few things are worthy of anger; 
and thou wilt wonder that any but touls ſhould be 
wroth. | 

In folly or weakneſs it always beginneth; but re- 
member, and be well aſiured, it ſeldom concludeth 
without repentance. | 

On the heels of Folly treadeth Shame; at the back 
of Anger ſtandeth Remorie. | 


PITY. 


AS bloſſoms and flowers are ſtrewed upon the earth 


by the hand of Spring; as the kindnets of Sum- 
mer produceth in perfection the bounties of Harveſt; 
ſo the imiles of Pity thed bleſſings cn the children of 
Misfortune, | He 
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He who pitieth another, recommendeth himſelf ; 
but he who is without compaſſion, deſerveth it not. 

The butcher relenteth not at the bleating of the 
amb ; neither is the heart of the cruel ſoftened with 
diſtreſs. | | 

But the tears of the compaſſionate are ſweeter than 
dew-drops falling from roſes on the boſom of the 

ing. 

un not thine ear, therefore, againſt the cries of 
the poor; neither harden thine heart againſt the calami- 
ties of the innocent. | | 

When the fatherleſs call upon thee ; when the widow's 


heart is ſunk, and ſhe imploreth thy aſſiſtance with | 


tears of ſorrow, O pity her affliction, and extend thy 
band to thoſe who have none to help them. 

When thou teeft the naked wanderer of the ſtreet 
ſhivering with cold, and deſtitute of habitation, let 
Bounty open thine heart, let the wings of Charity 
ſhe!ter him from death, that thine own ſoul may live. 

Whilſt the poor man groaneth on the bed of ſickneſs, 
whilit the untortunate languiſh in the horrors of a dun- 
gon, or the hoary head of age lifts up a feeble eye to 
thee for pityz O how canſt thou riot in ſuperfluous 
enjoy:nents, regaruleſs of their wants, uniceling of 
their woes ! 


DESIRE AND LOVE. 
EWARE, young man, beware the allurements of 
* Wantonnels ; and let not the Harlot tempt thee 
to her delights. = 
The madneſs of defue fhail defeat its own purſuits; 
from the blindneis of its rage thou ſhalt raſh upon 
deſtructie n. 7 


Therefore give not up thy heart to her ſweet en- 


ticements; neither ſuffer thy tuul to be cnflaved by her 


enchanting detuor s. 

The fount ein of health, which muſt ſupply the 
fream of pleature, fhnil quickiy be dricd up; and 
tiery ſpring uf joy ſhall be exticullcd, In 
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In the prime of thy life old age ſhall overtake thee; 
thy ſun ſhall decline in the morning of thy days. 

But when virtue and modeſty enlighten her charms, 
the luſtre of a beautiful woman is brighter than the 
ſtars of heaven ; and the influence of her power it is in 
vain to reſiſt. 

The whiteneſs of her boſom tranſcendeth the lily; 
her ſmile is more delicious than a garden of roles. 

The innocence of her eye is like that of the turtle; 
ſimplicity and truth dwell in her heart. 

The kiſſes of her mouth are ſweeter than honey; 
the perfumes of Arabia breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy boſom to the tenderneſs of Love ; the 

urity of its flame ſhall ennoble thine heart, and ſoften 
it to receive the faireſt impreſſions, 


— 


WOMAN. 


A IVE ear, fair Daughter of Love, to the inſtruc- 

tions of Prudence; and let the precepts of Truth 
ſink deep in thy heart: fo ſhall the charms of thy 
mind add luſtre to the elegance of thy form; and thy 
beauty, like the roſe it reſembleth, ſhall retain its 
ſweetneſs when its bloom 1s withered. 

In the ſpring of thy youth, in the morning of thy 
days, when the eyes of Men gaze on thee with delight, 
and Nature whitpereth in thine car the meaning of their 
looks; ah! hear with caution their alluring words: 
guard well thy lic:rt, nor liſten to their tott perſua- 
ſions. | 

Remember thou art made Man's reaſonable compa- 
nion, not the flave of his paſſion : the end of thy being 
is to aſſiſt him in the tuils of lite, to ſocthe him with 
thy tendernels, and recompenſe his care with ſoft en: 
dearments. 

Who is ſhe that winneth the heart of Man, tha! 

ſubdueth hun to love, an reigneth in h breaſt * 
| Lo 
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THE ECONOMY OP HUMAN LIFE. 25 
Lo! yonder ſhe walketh in maiden ſweetneſs, with 
innocence in her mind, and modeſty on her cheek. 
Her hand ſeeketh employment; her foot delighteth 
not in gadding abroad. 
She is cloathed with neatneſs; ſhe is fed with tem- 
ice; humility and meekneſs are as a crown of 
glory circling her head. | | 
On her tongue dwelleth muſic; the ſweetneſs of 
honey floweth from her lips. | 
Decency is in all her words; in her anſwers are 
mildneſs and truth. 
| Submiſſion and obedience are the leſſons of her life; 
and peace and happineſs are her reward. 

Before her fteps walketh Prudence; and Virtue at- 
| tendeth at her right hand. | 
Her eye ſpeaketh ſoftneſs and love; but Diſcretion 
with a ſceptre ſitteth on her brow. 
The tongue of the licentious is dumb in her pre- 

ſence; the awe of her virtue keepeth him ſilent. 
When Scandal is buſy, and the fame of her neigh- 
bour is toſſed from tongue to tongue, if Charity or 
Good-nature open not her mouth, the finger of Si- 
lence reſteth on her lip. | 
I Her breath is the manſion of gocdneſs ; and there- 
| fore ſhe ſuſpecteth no evil in others. | 
I Happy were the man that ſhall make her his wife; 
happy the child that ſhall call her mother, 

She preſideth in the houſe, and there is peace; ſhe 
{| commandeth with judgment, and is obeyed. 
She ariſeth in the morning; ſhe conlidereth her af- 
fairs; and appointeth to every one their proper buſineſs. 

The care of her family is her whole delight; to 
that alone ſhe applieth her ſtudy : and elegance with 
tiugality is ſeen in her manſions. . 
| he prudence of her management is an honour to 
oy huſband, and he heareth her praiſe with ſilent de- 
ght. 

She formeth the minds of her children with wit- 
dom: ſhe faſhioneth their manners from the example 
ot her own geodncls. T he 
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The word of her month is the law of their youth; 
the motion of her eye commandeth their obedience. 
She ſpeaketh, and her ſervants fly; ſhe pointeth, 
and the thing is done ; for the law of love is in their 


hearts; her kindneſs addeth wings to their feet. 


In proſperity ſhe is not puffed up; in adverſity ſhe 
healeth the wounds of Fortune with patience. 

The troubles of her huſband are alleviated by her 
counſels, and ſweetened by her ende2rments ; he put- 
teth his heart in her boſom, and receiveth comfort. 

Happy 1s the man that hath made her his wife: hap. 
py the child that calleth her mother, 


— ͥ —— 
CONSANGUINITY. 
HUSBAND. | 
AKE unto thyſelf a wife, and obey the ordinance 


of God: take unto thyſelf a wife, and become 4 


faithful member of ſociety. 15 
But examine with care, and fix not ſuddenly: on 
thy preſent choice depends the future happineſs of thee 
and thy poſterity. 
If much of her time is deſtroyed in dreſs and orna- 
ments z if ſhe is enamoured with her own beauty, and 
delighted with her own praiſe; it ſhe laugheth much, 


and talketh loud; if her foot abideth not in her 


father's houſe, and her eyes with boldnels rove on the 
faces of men; though her beauty were as the ſun in 
the firmament of heaven, turn thine eyes from her 


charms, turn thy feet from her paths, and ſuffer not 


thy ſoul to be enſnared by the allurements of thy ima- 
gination. | 


But when thou findeſt ſenſibility of heart joired 


with ſoftneſs of manners, an accompliſhed mind with 
2 form agreeable to thy fancy, take her home to thy 
houle; the is worthy to be thy friend, thy companion 
in life, the wife of thy boſom. O cheriſh 
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thy duty to ſupport. 


thy boſom ſhall be a bleiſing or a curſe to thyſelf; a 
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O cheriſh her as a bleſſing ſent thee from heaven 
let the kindneſs of thy behaviour endear thee to her 
heart. | 

She is the miſtreſs of thine houſe; treat her there- 
fore with reſpect, that thy ſervants may obey her. 

Oppole not her inclination without cauſe; ſhe is the 
partner of thy cares, make her alſo the companion of 
thy pleaſures. 

Reprove her faults with gentleneſs; exact not her 
obedience with rigour. 
Fruit thy ſecrets in her breaſt ; her counſels are ſin- 
cere ; thou ſhalt not be deceived. 

Be faithful to her bed; for ſhe is the mother of thy 
children. | | 

When pain and fickneſs aſſault her, let thy tender- 
neſs ſoothe her affliction: a look from thee of pity and 
love ſhall alleviate her grief, or mitigate her pain, and 
be of more avail than ten phyſicians, 

Conſider the delicacy of her ſex, the tenderneſs of 
her frame; and be not ſevere on her weakneſs, but 
remember thine own unpertections. | | 


FATHER. 


(DONSIDER, thou, who art a parent, the importance 
of thy truſt; the being thou hait produced, it is 


Upon thee it alſo dependeth, whether the child of 


uſetul or worthleſs member ot the community. 

Prepare him with early inſtruction, and ſeaſon his 
mind with the maxims of truth. | | 

Watch the bent of his inclination ; ſet him right in 
his youth; and let no evil habit gain ſtrength with 
his years. 

So ſhall he riſe like a cedar on the mountains; his 
head ſhall be ſeen above the trees of the foreſt. 

A wicked fon is a reproach to his father : but he 
that doth right is an honour to his gray hairs. 


C 2 The 


CC — —— — — - 


33 THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 
The ſoil is thy own, let it not want cultivation ; the 
ſeed which thou ſoweſt, that alſo ſhalt thou reap. 
Teach him obedience, and he ſhall bleſs thee; teach 
him modeſty, and he ſhall not be aſhamed. 
Teach him gratitude, and he ſhall receive benefits ; 


teach him charity, and he ſhall gain love. 


Teach him temperance, and he ſhall have health; 
teach him prudence, and fortune ſhall attend him. 
Teach him juſtice, and he ſhall be honoured by the 
world ; teach him fincerity, and his own heart ſhall 
not reproach him. 
Teach him diligence, and his wealth ſhall increaſe 


teach him benevolence, and his mind ſhall be exalted, 


Teach him ſcience, and his life ſhall be uſctul; 
teach him religion, and his death ſhall be happy. 
SON. | 
FROM the creatures of God let Man learn wif. 
dom, and apply to himſelf the inſtruction they give. 
Go to the deſert, my ſon ; oblerve the young ftork 


of the wilderneſs; let him ſpeak to thy heart. 


He beareth on his wing his aged fire ; he lodgeth 
him in ſafety, and ſupplieth him with food. | 
The piety of a child is ſweeter than the incenſe of Per- 
ſia offered to the ſun; yea, more delicious than odours 
watfted from a field of Arabian ſpices by the weſtern gales. 
Be grateful then to thy father, for he gave thee life; 
and to thy mother, for ſhe ſuſtained thee. | 


Hear the words of his mouth, for they are ſpoken 
for thy good; give hear to his admonition, for it pro- 


ceedeth from love. | 


He hath watched for thy welfare, he hath toiled for 


thy eaſe; do honour therefore to his age, and let not 
his gray hairs be treated with irreverence. 

Think of thy helpleſs infancy, and the frowardneſs 
of thy youth, and indulge the infirmities of thy aged 
parents; aſſiſt and ſupport them in the decline ot life. 

So ſhall their hoary heads go down to the grave in 
peace; and thine own children, in reverence of thy 
example, ſhall repay thy piety with filial love. 

BROTHERS. 
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BROTHERS. 


YE are all the children of one father, provided for 
by his care; and the breaſt of one mother hath 
iven you luck. | | 

Let the bonds of affection, therefore, unite thee 
with thy Bruthers, that peace and happinſs may dwell 
in thy father's houſe. 

And when ye ſeparate in the world, remember the 
relation that bindeth you to love and unity: prefer 
not a ſtranger to thine owu blood. 

If thy brother is in adverſity, aſſiſt him; if thy 
ſiſter is in trouble, torſake her not. 

So ſhall the tortunes of thy father contribute to the 
ſupport of his whole race ; and his care be continued 
to you all in your love to each other, 


— _— 


PROVIDENCE ; OR, THE ACCIDENTAL 
DIFFERENCES OF MEN. 
WISE AND IGNORANT. 


THE giſts of the underſtanding are the treaſures of 
God; and he appointeth to every one his portion, 
in what meaſure ſcemeth good unto himſelf. 

Hath he endowed thee with wiſdom? hath he en- 
lightened thy mind with the knowledge of truth? 
communicate it to the ignorant for their inſtruction z 
communicate it to the wiic tor thine own improvement. 

Truc wiſdom is lets preſuming than folly : the wiſe 
man doubteth often, and changeth his mind ; the fool 
is ohſt inate, and doubteth not; he knoweth all things 
but his own ignorance. 5 

The pride ot emptineſs is an abomination, and to 
talk much is the foolithne!s of folly; nevertheleſs, 
it is the part ot wiſdom to bear the impertinence of 
tools, to hear their abſurdities with patience, and pity 
tuch weaknels. | C 3 Yet 
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Yet be not puffed up in thine own conceit, neither 


boaſt of ſuperior underſtanding ; the cleareſt human hb 
knowledge is but blindneſs and folly, | 
The wiſe man feeleth his imperfection, and is hum- | f 
bled ; he laboureth in vain for his own approbation. = 
But the fool peepeth into the ſhallow ſtream of his 
own mind, and is pleaſed with the pebbles which he d 
ſeeth at the bottom: he bringeth them up, and ſheweth 
them as pearls ; and with the applauſe of his brethren  n 
delighteth he himſelf. ” I 
He boaſteth of attainments in things of no worth: 0 
but where it is a ſhame to be, ignorant, there he hath _. 
no underſtanding. Tz 
Even in the paths of wiſdom he toileth after folly; _ 
and ſhame and diſappointment are the reward cf his g 
labour. | 
But the wiſe man cultivateth his mind with know- | i 
_ ledge; the improvement of arts is his delight; and 1 
their utility to the public crowneth him with honour, | þ 
Nevertheleſs, the attainment of virtue he accounteth |. 
as the higheſt learning; and the Icience of happineſs v 
is the ſtudy of his lite. . | 
RICH AND POOR. $, 
HE man to whom God hath given riches, and a 1. 
mind to employ them aright, is peculiarly ta- 
voured, and highly diſtinguiſhed. C 
He looketh on his wealth with pleaſure; becaule it 
affordeth him the means to do gcod. 2 
He protecteth the poor that are in ured; he ſuffercth _ | 
not the mighty to oppreis the weak. _ | > 
He ſceketh out objects of compatiion ; he inquireth t 
into their wants; he rclicveth them with judgment, 0 
and without oſtentation. 
He aſſiſteth and rewardcth merit; he encourageth — 7 
ingenuity, and liberally promoteth every ulctul deſign. 
He carrieth on great werks; his country is enriched, c 
and the labourer is employed; he tormeth new tchemes, | « 


and the arts receive improve.cits „ 
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He conſidereth the ſuperfluities of his table as be- 
longing to the poor, and he defraudeth them not. 

The benevolence of his mind is not checked by his 
fortune. He rejoiceth therefore in riches, and his joy 
is therefore blameleſs. 

But woe unto him that heapeth up wealth in abun- 
dance, and rejoiceth alone in the poſſeſſion thereof: 

That grindeth the face of the poor, and conſidereth 
not the ſweat of their brows. 

He thriveth on oppreſſion without feeling ; the ruin 
of his brother diſturbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drinketh as milk; the 
cries of the widow are muſic to his ear. 

His heart is hardened with the love of wealth; no 

ief or diſtreſs can make any impreſſion upon it. 

But the curſe of iniquity purſueth him; he liveth 
in continual fear, The anxiety of his mind, and the 
rapacious defires of his own ſoul, take vengeance upon 
him, for the calamities he hath brought upon others. 

O! what are the miſeries of poverty, in compariſon 
with the gnawings of this man's heart. 

Let the poor man comfort himſelf, yea, rejoice; for 
he hath many reaſons. 

He ſitteth down to his morſel in peace; his table 
is not crowded with flatterers and devourers. 

He is not embarraſſed with dependents, nor teazcd 


with the clamours of ſolicitation. 
Debarred from the dainties of the rich, he eſcapeth 


all their diſcaſes. 

The bread that he eateth, is it not ſweet to his taſte? 
the water that he drinketh, is it not pleaſant to his 
thirſt ? yea, far more delicious than the richelt draughts 
of the luxurious, 

His labour preſerveth his health, and procureth him 
a repoſe to which the downy bed orf floth is a ftranger, 

He limiteth his detires with humility; and the cam 


of contentment is ſweeter to his foul than all the ac- 


quirements of wealth and graudeur. | Let 
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Let not the rich, therefore, preſume on his riches, 
nor the poor deſpond in his poverty: for the providence 
of God diipenieth happineſs to them both; and the 
_ diſtribution thereof is more equally made than the fool 
can believe. 
MASTERS AND SERVANTS, 

EPINE not, O Man, that thou ſerveſt another; it 
is the appointment of God, and hath many ad- 
vantages ; it removeth thee from the cares and ſolici- 
tudes of lite. 

The honour of a ſervant is his fidelity: his higheſt 
virtues are jubmiſſion and obedience. 

Be patient, therefore, under the reproofs of thy maſ. 
ter; and, when he rebuketh thee, anſwer not again; 
the filence of thy reſignation ſhall not be forgotten. 
Be ſtudious of his intereſts; be diligent in his af. 
fans; and faithful to the truſt which he repoſeth in 
thee. | 8 | 

Thy time and thy labour belong to him; defraud 
him not thercof, for he payeth thee ior them. 

And thou, who art a maſter, be juſt to thy ſervant, 
if thou cxpecteſt fidelity: be reaſonable in thy com- 
mands, if thou expecteſt obedience. 

The ipirit of a Man is in him; feverity and rigour, 
which create fear, cannot command his love. 

Mix kindnrels with repreot, and reaion with autho- 
rity ; ſo hall thy admonitions take place in his heart, 
and his duty ſhall become his pleature. 

He ſhall (ſerve thee taithiully from gratitude ; and 
ſhall obey thee cheartvily trom love; and fail not thou 
in return to give his diligence and fidelity their juſt 
reward. | 


MAGISTRATES AND SUBJECTS. 


THOU, the favourite ot Heaven, whom the ſons 

et men, thy equais, have raiied to fovereign power, 

and ict as a ruler over themſelvèes; contider the ends 

and ;nport:ince of their truſt, tar more than the dig- 
nity and height of thy tation, Thou 
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Thou art cloathed in purple, thou art ſeated on a 


| throne; the crown of Majeſty inveſteth thy temples ; 


| the ſceptre of Power is placed in thy hand: but not for 
thyſelf were theſe enfigns given; not meant for thy own, 
but the good of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfare of his people: 
his power and dominion reſteth on the hearts of his 
ſubjects. 

The mind of a great prince is exalted with the 

deur of his ſituation; he revolveth high things, 
and ſearcheth for buſineſs worthy of his power. 

He calleth together the wite men ot his kingdom; 
he conſulteth amongſt them with freedom, and heareth 
the opinions of them all. | 
He looketh among his people with diſcernment ; he 
diſcovereth the abilities of men, and employeth them 
according to their merits, | 

His magiſtrates are juſt; his miniſters are wiſe; and 
the favourites of his boſom deceiveth him not. 
| He ſmileth on the arts, and they flouriſh ; the ſcien- 
ces improve beneath the culture of his hand. | 

With the learned and ingenious he delighteth him- 
| ſelf; he kindleth in their breaſts emulation: and the 
| glory of his kingdom is exalted by their labours. 
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The ſpirit of the merchant, who extendeth his com- 
merce, the ſkill of the farmer, who enricheth his lands, 
the ingenuity of the artiſt, the improvements of the 
icholar, all theſe he honoureth with his favour, or re- 
vardeth with his bounty. | 
He planteth new colonies z he buildeth ftrong ſhips ; 
' he openeth rivers for convenience; he formeth harbours 
for ſafety; his people abound in riches ; the Rrength of 
lis kingdom increaleth. 

He trameth his ſtatutes with equity and wiſdom ; 
| lis ſubjects enjoy the fruits of their labour in ſecurity, 
; and their happineſs conſiſts in their obſervance of the 
He foundeth his judgments on the principles of mer- 

ey; but in the puniſhment of offenders he 1s ſtrict and 

| Wis 


; impartial, 
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His ears are open to the complaints of his ſubjects; 
he reſtraineth the hand of oppreflors ; and delivereth 
them from their tyranny. | 

His people therefore look up to him as a father, 
with reverence and love; they confider him as the 
guardian of all they enjoy. 

Their affection unto him begetteth in his breaſt a 
love of the public; the ſecurity of their happineſs is 
the object of his care. | 

No murmurs againſt him ariſe in their hearts; the 
machinations of his enemies endanger not his ſtate. 

His tubjects are faithiu! and firm in his cauſe; they 
ſtand in his defence as a wal: of brais. The army of 
his enemies flietu before them as chaff before the wind, 

Security and peace bleſs the dwellings of his people; 
and glory and ſtrength encircle his throne for ever. 


— 
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THE SOCIAL DUTIES. 
BENEVOLENCE. 

HEN thou conſidereſt thy wants, when thou be- 
noldeſt thy impertections, acknowledge His 
goodneſs, O Man! who honoured thee with reaſon, 
endowed thee with ſpecch, and placed thee in ſociety 
to receive and conter reciprucal helps and mutual ob- 

ligations. N 
Thy food, thy cloathing, thy convenience of habi- 
tation, thy protection from the injuries, thy enjoy- 
ment of the cointorts and the pleatures of life, thou 


oweit to the ailittance of others, and couldit not enjoy 


but in the bands of tociety. | 

It is thy duty, therefore, to be frien ly to mankind, 
as it 1s thy intereſt that men thould be friendly to thee. 

As the roie breatheth tweeiuets from its own nature, 
ſo the heart of a benevolent man produceth good 
works, | 

He <njoyeth the eaſe: and tranquillity of his own 
breatt; and rejoiceth in the happineſs and proſperity 
of his neighbour, 8 He 
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He openeth not his ear unto ſlander; the faults and 
the —_ of men give pain to his heart. | 
His deſire is to do good, and he ſearcheth out the 
| occaſions thereof; in removing the oppreſſion of ano- 
ther, he relieveth himſelf. 
From the largeneſs of his mind he comprehendeth 
in his wiſhes the happineſs of all men; and from the 
| generoſity of his heart he endeavoureth to promote it. 
| JUSTICE. 
HE peace of ſociety dependeth on Juſtice : the hap- 
| pineſs of individuals on the certain enjoyment of 
| their poſſeſſions. 
| Keep the deſires of thy heart, therefore, within the 
' bounds of moderation; let the hand of Juſtice lead 
them aright. 
Caſt not an evil eye on the goods of thy neighbour 
; let whatever is his property be ſacred from thy touch. 
Let no temptation allure, nor any provocation ex- 
Cite thee to lift up thy hand to the hazard of his life. 
Defame him not in his character; bear no falſe wit- 
nels againſt him. | | 
Corrupt not his ſervant to cheat or forſake him; and 
| the wife of his boſom O tempt not to fin. 
It will be a grief to his heart which thou canſt not re- 


| lievezan injury to his life, which no reparation can atone. 


In thy dealings with men be impartial and juft ; and 
| do unto them as thou wouldſt they ſhould do unto thee. 
Be faithful to thy truſt; and deceive not the man 

who relieth upon thee : be aſſured, it is leſs evil in the 
light of God to ſteal than to betray. _ | 

Oppreſs not the poor, and defraud not of his hire 
the labouring man. 

When thou ſelleſt for gain, hear the whiſperings of 
| Conſcience, and be ſatisfied with moderation; nor 

2 te ignorance of the buyer make advantage to 
: thyſelf. 
"Wop the debts which thou oweſt; for he who gave 
| thee credit, relied upon thy honour; and to with- 
hold from him his due, is both mean and unjuſt. 

| Finally, 
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Finally, O fon of ſociety, examine thy heart; call 
remembrance to thy aid; and if in any of theſe 
things thou findeſt thou haſt tranſgreſſed, take ſorrow 
and ſhame to thyſelf ; and make ſpeedy reparation to 
the utmoſt of thy power. 
CHARITY. | 
H AFPY is the man who hoth ſown in his breaſt the 
ſceds of benevolence; the produce thereof ſhall 
be charity and love. | 


From the fountain of his heart ſhall riſe rivers 1 
goodneſs; and the ſtreams ſhall overflow for the bene- 


fir of mankind. 

He aſſiſteth the poor in their trouble; he rejoiceth in 
furthering the proſperity of all men. 

He cenſuretli not his neighbour : he believeth not the 
tales of envy and malevolence; neither repeateth he 
their ſlanders. | | £ 

He forgiveth the injuries of men; he wipeth them 
from his remembrance : revenge and malice have no 
place in his heart. 1 

For evil he returneth not evil; he hateth not even 
his enemies; but requiteth their injuſtice with friendly 
admonition. 

The grief and anxieties of men excite his compaſ- 
ſion; he endeavoureth to alleviate the weight of their 
misfortunes; and the pleaſure of ſucceſs rewardeth his 
labour 


He calmeth the fury, he healeth the quarrels of an- 


gry men; and preventeth the miſchiefs of ſtrife and 
ammonty. 

He promoteth in his neighbourhood peace and good- 
will; and his name is repeated with praiſe and beue- 
dictions. Mn 
GRATITUDE. | 
AS the branches of a tree return their ſap to the root, 
| from whence it aroſe, as a river poureth his 
ſtreams to the fea, whence his ſpring was ſupplied ; ſo 
the heart of a grateful man delightech in returning 4 


benefit received. Me - 
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He acknowledgeth his obligation with cheerfulneſs ; 
he looketh on his benefactor with love and eſteem. 
And if to return it be not in his power, he nouriſh- 


eth the memory of it in his breaſt with kindneſs; 


he forgetteth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man is like the clouds of 
heaven, which drop upon the earth fruits, herbage, 
and flowers: but the heart of the ungrateful is like a 
deſart of ſand, which ſwalloweth with grecdineſs the 
ſhowers that fall, and burieth them in its boſom, and 
produceth nothing. | „ 

Envy not thy benefactor; neither ſtrive to conceal 
the benefit he hath conferred : for though to oblige 
is better than to be obliged, though the act of genero- 
ſity commandeth admiration, yet the humility of gra- 
titude toucheth the heart, and is amiable in the fight 
both of God and man. 

But receive not a tavour from the hand of the proud 
to the ſelfiſn and avariticus have no obligation: the 


vanity of pride ſhall expoſe thee to ſhame the g*cedi- 


neſs of avarice ſhall never be ſatisfied. 


SINCERITY. 


THOU that art enamoured with the beauties of 
Truth, and haſt fixed thy heart on the fimplicity 
of her charms, hold faſt thy fidelity to her, and for- 
lake her not: the conſtancy of thy virtue ſhall crown 
thee with honour. | | | 
The tongue of the Sincere is rooted in his heart; 


hypocriſy and deceit have no place in his words. He 


bluſheth at falſhood, and is confounded ; but in ſpeak- 
ing the truth he hath a ſteady eyc. He ſupporteth as a 
man the dignity of his character; to the arts of hypo- 
criſy he fcorneth to ſtoop. He is conſiſtent witn him- 


felt ; he is newer embarrailed ; he hath + ourage in truth, 


but to lic he is afraid. He is far above the meanneſs of 
diſſimulation; the words of his mouth are the thoughts 
of his heart, Yet with prudence and caurion he open- 
eth his lips z he ſtadieth what is light, aud ſpeaketh 
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with diſcretion. He adviſeth with friendſhip; he re- 


proveth with freedom; and whatſoever he promiſeth, 


ſhall ſurely be performed. 

But the heart of the Hypocrite is hid in his breaſt, 
He maſketh his words in the ſemblance of truth, while 
the buſineſs of his lite is only to deceive. He laugheth 
in ſorrow ; he weepeth in joy; and the words of his 
mouth have no interpretation. He worketh in the dark 
as a mole, and fancieth he is ſafe : but he blundereth 
into light, and is expoſed to full view with his dirt 
upon his head. He paſſeth his days in perpetual con- 


ſtraint; his tongue and his heart are for ever at variance, 


He laboureth for the character of a righteous man 
and huggeth himſelf in the thoughts of his cunning. 

O fool, fool! the pains which thou takeſt to hide 
what thou art, are more than would make thee what 
thou wouldſt ſeem : the children of wiſdom ſhall mock 
at thy cunning ; and when thy diſguiſe is ſtripped off, 
the finger of deriſion ſhall point thee out to ſcorn, 


0 


RELIGION. 


HERE is but one God, the Author, the Creator, 
the Governor, of the world; Almighty, Eternal, 
and Incomprehenſible. 


The ſun is not God, though his nobleſt image. He 


enlightencth the world with his brightneſs; his warmth 
giveth life to the products of the earth; admire him 
as the creature, the inſtrument of God; but worſhip 
him not. 


To the one who is ſupreme, moſt wiſe, beneficent, 


and to him alone, belong worſhip, adoration, thankſ- 

giving, and praiſe. Who hath ſtretched forth the hea- 

vens with his hand ; who hath deſcribed with his finger 

the courſes of the ſtars: Who ſetteth bounds to the 

ocean, which it cannot paſs ; and faith unto the ſtormy 

winds, Be ſtill; Who ſhaketh the earth, and the na- 
| , | tions 


| { 


: 
| 
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tions tremble : who darteth his lightnings, and the 
wicked are diſmayed : Who calleth forth worlds by the 
word of his mouth ; who ſmiteth with his arm, and 
they fink into nothing. O reverence the majeſty of 
the Omnipotent ! and tempt not his anger, left thou be 
deſtroyed.” 

The providence of God is over all his works ; he 
ruleth and direReth with infinite wiſdom. 

He hath inſtituted laws for the government of the 
world; he hath wonderfully varied them in all beings ; 
and each by his nature conformeth to his will. 

In the depth of his mind he revolveth all knowledge; 
the ſecrets of futurity lie open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are naked to his view ; he 
knoweth thy determinations before they are made. 

With relpe& to his preſcience, there is nothing 
contingent ;z with reſpect to his providence, there is 
nothing accidental. | 85 | 

Wonderful is he in all his ways; his counſels are 
inſcrutable ; the manner of his knowledge tranſcendeth 
thy conception. | 

% Pay, therefore, to his wiſdom all honour and 
« veneration; and bow down thyſelf in humble and 
c ſubmiſſive obedience to his ſupreme direction.“ 

The Lord is gracious and bencficent; he hath cre- 
ated the world in mercy and love. 

His geodnels is conſpicuous in all his works; he is 
the fountain of Excellence, and centre of Perfection. 

The creatures of his hand declare his goodneis, and 
all their enjoyments ſpeak his praiſe ; he cloatheth them 
with beauty; he ſupporteth them with food; he pre- 
ſerveth them with pleaſure from generation to generation. 

If we lift up our eyes to the Heavens, his glory 
ſhineth forth; if we cait them down upon the earth, it 
is full of his goodneſs ; the hills and the vallies rejcice 
and ſing; fields, rivers, and woods, reſound his praiſe. 

But thee, O Man, he hath diſtinguithed with pecu- 
liar favour, and exalted thy ſtation above all creatures. 


le hath endowed thee with reaſon, to maintain thy 


dominion ; he hath fitted thee with language to im- 
— prove 
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prove by ſociety ; and exalted thy mind with the pow. - 
ers of meditation, to contemplate and adore his inimit- 
able perfections. | 

And in the laws he hath ordained as the rule of thy 
life, ſo kindly hath he ſuited thy duty to thy nature, 
that obedience to his precepts is happune:s to thyſelf. 

“O praile his goodnels with ſongs of thankigiving, 
& and meditate in ſilence on the wonders of his love; 
& let thy heart overflow with gratitude and acknow- 
& leiigement 3 let the language of thy lips ſpeak 
« praiſe and adoration; let the actions of thy life 
& ſhew thy love to his law.” 

The Lord is juſt and righteous ; and will judge the 
earth with equity and truth. 

Hath he eſtabliſhed his laws in goodneſs and mercy, 
and ſhall he not puniſh the tranſgreſſors thereof? 

O think not, bold Man! becauſe thy puniſhment 
is delayed, that the arm of the Lord is weakened; 
neither flatter thyſelf with hopes, that he winketh at 
thy doings. . | | 

His eye pierceth the ſecrets of every heart, and he 
remembereth them for ever: he reſpecteth not the per- 
ſons nor the ſtations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich and the poor, the wiſe 
and the ignorant, when the ſoul liath ſhaken off the 
cumbrous ſhackles of this mortal life, ſhall equally 
receive from the ſentence of God, a juſt and everlaſting 
retribution, according to their works. 

Then ſhall the wicked tremble and be afraid; but the 
heart of the rightcous ſhall rejoice in his judgments. 
„ O fear the Lord, therefore, all the days of thy 
& life, and walk in the paths which he hath opened 
& betore thee. Let Prudence admoniſh thee, let Tem- 
4 perance reſtrain, let Juſtice guide thy hand, Be- 
4 nevolence warm thy heart, and Gratitude to Hea- 
% ven inipire thee with devotion. Theſe ſhall give thee 
% happinels in thy pretent ſtate, and bring thee to the 
« manſions of eternal felicity in the paradiſe of God. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 
The EARL of **###*#*##*#*###_ 


My Loxd, Pekin, Jan. 10, 1749—50. 
Nor a month after I had incloſed to your Lordſhip 
the tranſlation I had attempted of the Oriental 
Syſtem of Morality fo famous in theſe parts, we were 
agreeably ſurpriſed with a manuſcript of the ſame ſize, 
whoſe antiquity, characters, and other internal marks, 
determined it to be the performance of the ſame au- 
thor ; which, at the ſame time that it ſhewed us ſome- 
thing was wanting to what he had before eſteemed a 
complete ſyſtem, very happily ſupplied the deficiency. 
I could not reſt, after the firſt dipping into it, with- 
out the pleaſing taſk of a tranſlation ; nor, when I had 
finiſhed it, without doing myſelf the honour of tranſ- 
mitting it to your Lordſhip, as the energy of thought, 
ſublimity of ſtyle, and many other circumſtances, 
prove it to come from the divine hand that planned the 
other: the ſubſtance of it carries abundantly more 
proof of it. es Y 
If I did not flatter myſelf that the Firſt Part had 
met the honour of your Lordſhip's approbation, I 
ſhould not be ſo earneſt in diſpatching this after it; but 


while I know the value of the work, and know your 


Lordihip's diſtinguiſhing genius, it would be ridicu- 
lous to affe& a doubt about it. 


IJ am, my Lord, 
Yours, &c, 


MAN CONSIDERED IN THE GENERAL, 


OF THE HUMAN FRAME AND 
STRUCTURE. 


EAK and ignorant as thou art, O Man! hum- 

ble as thou oughteſt to be, O child of the duſt ! 

would{t thou raiſe thy thoughts to Infinite Wiſdom ? 

wouldſt thou fee Omnipotence diſplayed before thee 2? 
contemplate thine own frame. | 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou made: praiſe, 
therefore, thy Creator with awe, and rejoice before 
him with reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art thou only erect, but 
that thou ſhouldeſt behold his works! wherctore art 
thou to behold, but that thou mayeſt admire them! 
wherefore to admire, but that thou mayeſt adore their 
and thy Creator ! | 

Wherefore is conſciouſneſs repoſed in thee alone 
and whence is it derived to thce ? 

It is not in fleſh to think ; it is not in bones to rea- 
ſon: the lion knoweth not that worms ſhall eat him; 
the ox perceiveth not that he is fed for ſlaughter, 

Something is added to thee, unlike to what thou 
ſeeſt: ſomething informs thy clay, higher than all 
that is the object of thy ſenſes. Behold! what is it? 

Thy body remaineth perfect after it is fled ; there- 
fore it is no part of it: it is immaterial ; therefore it 
is eternal: it is free to act; therefore it is accountable 
for its ations. | 

Knoweth the aſs the uſe of food, becauſe his teeth 
mow down the herbage? or ſtandeth the crocodile 
erect, although his backbone is ſtraight as thine? 

God formeth thee as he had formed theſe: after 


them all wert thou created: fuperiority and command 


were given thee over all; and of his own breath 


did he communicate to thee thy principle of know- 


ledge. | 
Know thyſelf, then, the pride of his creation; the 


link uniting divinity and matter; bchold a part of 


God 
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' God himſeif within thee: remember thine own dignity 
nor dare deſcend to evil or to meanneſs. 

Who planted terror in the tail of the ſerpent ? who 
cloathed the neck of the horſe with thunder? Even He 
who hath inſti ucted thee to cruſh the one under thy 
feet, and tame the other to thy purpoles. | 


OF THE USE OF THE SENSES. 


| AUNT not of thy body, becauſe it was firſt 

formed; nor of thy brain, becaule therein thy foul 
refideth. Is not the matter of the houſe more honour- 
able than its walls ? 

The ground mult be prepared before corn be plant- 
ed: the potter muſt build his furnace before he can 
make his porcelane. | | 
As the breath of Heaven ſayeth unto the waters of 
the deep, This way ſhall thy billows roll, and no 
other; thus high, and no higher, ſhall they raiſe their 
fury: fo let thy spirit, O Man, actuate and direct thy 
fleſn; ſo let it repreſs its wildneſs. 

Thy foul is the munarch of thy frame; ſuffer not 
its ſubjects to rebel againſt it. | 

Thy body is as the globe of the earth; thy bones 
the pillars that ſuſtain it on its baſis. | | 
As the occan giveth riſe to ſprings, whoſe waters 
return again into its bolom through the rivers; fo 
runneth thy lite from the heart outwards ; and fo re- 
turneth it into its place a ain. | 

Do not both retain their courſe for ever? Behold the 
ſame God ordained them. | | 

Is not thy noſe the channel to perfumes? thy mouth 
the path to delicacies? Yet know thou, that pertumes 
long ſmelt become offenſive z that delicacies deſtroy the 
appetite they flatter. | 

Are not thine eyes the centinels that watch for thee ? 
Yet how often are they unable to diſtinguiſh truth 
from error ! | | | 

Keep thy foul in moderation; teach thy ſpirit to be 
attentive to its good; fo ſhall theſe its miniſters be al- 
ways to thee couveyances of truth. _ | Thins 
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Thine hand, is it not a miracle? Is there in the crea. 
tion aught like unto it? Wherefore was it given thee, 
but that thou mighteſt ſtretch it out to the aſſiſtance of 
thy brother? 


Why of all things living art thou alone made ca- 


pable of bluſhing? The world ſhall read thy ſhame 
upon thy face; therefore do nothing ſhametul. 

Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy countenance of 
its ruddy ſplendour ? Avoid guilt, and thou ſhall 
know that fear is beneath thee; that diſmay is unmanly. 

Wheretore to thee alone ſpeak ſhadows in the viſions 
of thy pillow? Reverence them; for know, that 
dreams are from on high. | 

Thou, Man, alone canſt ſpeak. Wonder at thy glo- 
rious prerogative; and pay to Him that gave it thee a 
rational and welcome praiſe; teaching thy children 
wiſdom ; inſtructing the offspring of thy loins in piety, 


THE SOUL OF MAN, ITS ORIGIN AND 
_ AFFECTIONS. 


TI bleſſings, O Man! of thy external part are 
1 health, vigour, and proportion: the greateſt of 
theſe is health. What health is to the body, even that 
is honeſty to the ſoul. | 
That thou haſt a ſoul, is of all knowledge the moſt 


certain, of all truths the moſt plain unto thee: be 


meek ; be grateful for it; ſeck not to know it per- 
fectly: it is inſcrutable. | 

Thinking, underſtanding, reaſoning, willing; call 
not theſe the ſoul! They are its actions, but they are 
not its eſſence. | | 7 | 

Raiſe it not too high, that thou be not deſpiſcd : be 
not thou like unto thoſe who fall by climbing; neither 
debaſe it to the ſenſe of brutes; nor be thou like to 
the horſe and the mule, in whom there is no under- 
ſtanding. 

Search it by its faculties ; know it by its virtues: 
they are more in number than the hairs of thy head : 
the ſtars of heaven are not to be counted with them. 


-- Thanks 
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Think not with Arabia, that one foul is parted among 
all men; neither believe thou with the ſons of Egypt, 
that every man hath many: know, that as thy heart, 
ſo allo thy ſoul, is one. 

Doth not the fun harden the clay? doth it not alio 
ſoften the wax? As it is one ſun that worketh both, 
even ſo it is one ſoul that willeth contraries. 

As the moon retaineth her nature, though darkneſs 
ſpread itſelf before her face as a curtain, ſo the ſoul 
remaineth perfect even in the boſom of the fool. 

She is immortal; ſhe is unchangeable ; ſhe is alike 
in all: Health calleth her forth to ſhew her lovelinels ; 
and Application anointeth her with the oil of wiſ- 
dom. | 

Although ſhe ſhall live after thee, think not ſhe was 
born before thee : the was concreted with thy fleſh, and 
formed with thy brain. 

Juſtice could not give her to thee exalted by virtues, 
nor Mercy deliver her to thee deformed by vices. Thele 
muſt be thine, and thou muſt anſwer for them. 
Suppole not death can thield thee from examina- 
tion: think not corruption can hide thee from enqui- 
ry. He who formed thee of thou knoweſt not what, 
can he not raiſe thee from thou knoweſt nut what 
gain? 

Perceiveth not the cock in the hour of midnight ? 
exalteth he not his voice, to tell thee it is morning ? 
Knoweth not the dog the footſteps of his malter? ard 
flieth not the wounded goat unto the herb that healcth 
him? Yet when thele die, their ſpirit returneth to the 
cult : thine alone ſurviveth. | 

Envy not to theſe their ſenſes, becauſe quicker than 
thine own ; learn that the advantage licth not in poſ- 
_ good things, but in the knowing how to ule 
them. | 

Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag; or were thine eye as 
ſtrong and piercing as the eagle's; didſt thou equal 
the hound in linell ; or could the ape refign to thee his 
tate, or the tortolſe her feeling; yet without 1caton, 

ä 1 | what 
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what would they avail thee? Periſh not all theſe like 
their kindred ? 

Hath any one of them the gift of ſpeech? Can any 
ſay unto thee, Therefore did I to. 

The lips of the wile are as the doors of a cabinet ; 
no ſooner are they opened, but trealures are poured 
out before thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged in beds of ſilver, 
are wiſe ſentences uttered in due ieaſon. 

Canſt thou think too greatly of thy toul? or can too 
much be ſaid in its praiſe? It is the image of Him 
who gave it. | 

Remember thou its dignity for ever; forget not how 
great a talent is committed to thy charge. 

Whaticever may do good, may alſo do harm: be- 
ware that thou direct its courle to Virtue. 

Think not that thou canſt loſe her in the crowd; 
ſuppoſe not that thou canſt bury her in thy cloſet; 
action is her delight, and ſhe will not be with-held 
from it. - 

Her motion is perpetual; her attempts are univer- 
ſal; her agility is not to be ſupprefied. Is it at the 
uttermoſt part of the earth, ſhe will have it: is it 
beyond the region of the ſtars, yet will her eye diſ- 
cover it. | | 

Inquiry 1s her delight: as one who traverſeth the 
burning ſands in ſearch of water, fo is the toul that 

thirſteth after knowledge. 

Guard her, for ſhe 1s raſh; reſtrain her, for ſhe is 
Irreguiarz coirect her, for ſhe is outrageous : more 
ſupple is flie than water; more flexible than wax; more 
yielding than air: is there aught then can bind her? 

As a {word in the hand of a madman z even lo is the 
ſoul to him wo wanieth ditcretion. 

The end of her {earch is truth: her means to dif- 
cover it are realy and experience: but are not thetic 
weak, uncertain, and fatlacious? How ti.cn ſhall ſhe 
attain unto it? 

Gencral opinton is no proof of truth; for the gene- 
rality of men arc ignorant. | Perception 
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Perception of thyſelt; the knowledge of Him who 

created thee z the ſenſe of the worſhip thou oweſt to 

bim; are not theſe plain before thy face? And behold ! 
what is there more that Man needeth to know ? 
OF THE PERIOD AND USES OF 

HUMAN LIFE. 

8 the eye of the morning to the lark; as the ſhade 

of evening to the owl; as honey to the bee, or as 

the carcaſe to the vulture; even {uch 1s life unto the 

heart cf man. 

Though bright, it dazzleth not; tho” obſcure, it 
tiſpleaſeth not; thongh ſweet, it cloyeth not; though 
corrupt, it for biddeth not; yet who is he that knoweth | 
its true value ? 

Learn to eſteem life as it ought z then art thou near 
the pinnacle of wildem. 

Think not with the fool, that nothing is more 
valuable; nor believe with the pretended wiſe, that 
thou dughteſt to contemn it: love it not for _ 
but tor the goed it may be of to others. 

Gold cannot buy it for thee ; neither can mines of 
diamont's purch ate back the moments thou haſt now 
loſt of it; em lov the 5 ones in virtue. 

Say not, : at it were beſt not to have been born; 
er if born, that it had been beſt to dic early: neither 
dare thou ro atk of thy Creator, Where had been the 
evil, had I not exiited : Gocd is in thy power : the 
want of gcod is evil; and if thy queſtic: be juſt, lo, 
it cont mneth thee. | 

Keul the fiſh freallow the bait, it he knew the 
hook was hid theren? would the lion enter the toils, 
if he faw they were p:cpared for him? fo neither, were 
the ſoul to periſh with he clay, would Man wiſh to 
live; either would a mercitul God have created him: 
knew hence thou ſhalt ive atterward, 

As the bird ircl-ted in the cage before he ſeeth it, 
yet teare.h not his fleth againtt its ſides; fo neither 
labour thou vainly to run mem the tate thou art in, 
but know it is allotted tice; and be content with it, 


E Though 
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Though its ways are uneven, yet are they not all 
painful: accommodate thyſelf to all; and where there 


is the leaſt appcarance of evil, ſuſpect the greateſt 


danger. | 

When thy bed is ſtraw, thou ſleepeſt in ſecurity; 

but when thou ſtretcheſt thyſelf on roles, beware of 
the thorns. 
A good death is better than an evil life: ſtrive to 
live, therefore, as long as thou oughtelt, not as long 
as thou canſt: while thy lite is to others worth more 
than thy death, it is thy duty to preterve it. 

Complain not with the fool of the ſhortneſs of thy 
time; remember that with thy days thy cares ate 
ſhortened. 

Take from the period of thy life the uſeleſs parts of 
it; and what remaineth? Take off the time ot thine 
infancy, the ſecond infancy ot age, thy ſlecp, thy 
thoughtleſs hours, thy days of fickne!s, and even at 
the tulneis of years how few ſcalons hatt thou truly 

numbered ? | 

He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, ſliortentd it ta 
make it more to: To what en would longer life have 
ſerved thee ? Wiſheſt thou to have had an opportunity 
of more vices? As to the good, will not He who limit- 
cd thy ſpan, be ſatisfied with the fruits of it? 

To what end, O child of torrow! wouldſt thou live 
longer ?—To breathe, to eat, to fee the world? All 
this thou haſt done often already: to frequent repeti- 

tion, is it not tireſome? or is it not ſupertiuous ? 

Wouldſt thou improve thy wiſdom and thy virtue? 
Alas! what art thou to Know? or who is it that thall 
teach thee ? Badly thuu emplov<ſt the little thou haſt; 
dare not theretore to complain that more is not grren 
A | 

Repine not at the want of knowledge; ic mult 
perith with thee in the grave: be hunett here, thou ſhait 
be wile hereattcr, 

Say nut unto the crow, Why ww nbereft thou ſeren 
times the age ot thy ford? ut to thy abu, Why ate 

Tus 
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thine eyes to ſce my offspring to an hundred genera- 
tions? Are theſe to be compared with thee in the 
abuſe of lite ? Are they riotous? Are they cruel? Are 
they ungrateful? Learn from them rather, that inno- 
cence ot life, and ſimplicity of manners, are the paths 
io a good old age. | 

Knowelt thou to employ life better than theſe? then 
leſs of it may ſuffice thee, 

Nan, who dares cnflave the world, when he knows 
he can enjoy his tyranny but a moment, what would 
he not aim at if he were immortal? 

Enough haſt thou of lite, but thou regardeſt it not: 
thou art not in want of it, O Man! but thou art pro- 
digal: thou throweſt it lightly away, as if thou hadit 
moe than envugh; and yet thou repineſt that it is not 
gathered agam unto thee. | 

Knuw, that it 1s not abundance which maketh rich, 
but econoiny. | 

The wite continueth to live from his firſt period: 
the tool is always beginning. 

Labour not after riches firſt, and think thou after- 
wards wilt enjoy them. He who neglecteth the preſent 
moment, thruwcth away all that he hath: as the ar- 
row paſſeth through the heart, while the warrior knew 
not that it was coming; ſo ſhall his lite be taken away 
before he knoweth that he hath it. | | 

What then is lite, that Man ſhould defire it? what 
is breathing, that he ſhould covet it? = | 
Is it not a ſcene of deluſion? a ſeries of miſad- 
ventures ? a puriuit of evils linked on all ndes toge- 
ther? In the beginning it is ignorance, pain is in its 
middle, and its end is 1orrow. 

As one wave putheth on another, till both are in- 
volved in that behind them; even fo ſucceedeth evil to 
evil in the life of Man: the greater and the preſent 
twalow up the leſſer and the paſt! Our terrors are 
real evils; our expectations look forward into impro- 
babilities. 

Fools, to dread as mortals; and to deſire, as if im- 
mortal, E 2 What 


— ' .. — — — — 
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What part of life is it that we would wiſh to remain 
with us? Is it youth? Can we be in love with out. 
rage, licentiouſneis, and temerity ? Is it age? then are 
we iond ot infirmities. | | - 

It is faid gray hairs are revered, and in length of 
days is honour. Virtue can add reverence to the 
bloom of youth; and without u age plants more 
wrinkles in the oil than in the torchead. 

Is age reſpected becaule it haterh riot? What juſtice 
is in this? when it is not age deipueth pleaſure, but 
pleaſure that deſpiſeth age. 


Be virtuous while thou art young, ſo ſhall thine age 


be honoured. 


MAN, 


CONSIDERED IN KEGARD TO HIS IN- 


FIRMILiES AND iHEIR EFFECTS. 
„ FT ANITY. | 
NCONSTANCY is powe: ful in the heart of man; 


Intemperance twayeth it wither it will; Detpair 
engrotleth much of it; and Fear proclaimeth, Benold 
I fit unrivalled therein: but Vanry is beyond them all. 

Weep not, therefore, at the caiamiti.s of the 
human tate; rather laugh at its tollies. In the hands 
of a man addicted to vanity, life is but the ſhadow of 
a dream. | 


The hero, the moſt renowr.ed of human characters, 


what is he but the bubole of this weakneis ? The pub- 
lic is unſtable and ungratetul ; why ſhould the man of 
wildom endanger himielf ter tools ? 

The man who neglecieth his preſent concerns, to 
revolve how he will behave when greater, teedeth him- 
ſelf with wind, while his bread is eaten by another. 

Act as becometh thee in thy pretcnt ſtation; and in 
more exalted ones thy face ſhall not be aſhamed. 

| | Gees What 
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What blindeth the eye, or what hideth the heart of 
2 man from himſelf, like Vanity? Lo, when thou ſeeſt 
not thyſelf, then others diſcover thee moſt plainly. 

As the tulip, that is gaudy without ſmell, is conſpi- 
cuous without uſe; ſo is the man who ſetteth himſelf 
up on high, and hath not merit. 

The heart of the vain is troubled while it ſeemeth 
content : his cares are greater than his pleaſures. 

His folicitude cannot reſt with his bones: the grave is 
not deep enough to hide it: he extendeth his thoughts 
beyond his being; he beſpeaketh praiſe to be paid when 
he is gone; but wholo promiſeth it deceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth his wife to remain in 
widowhood that ſhe diſturb not his ſoul; ſo is he 
who expeCterh that praiſe ſhall reach his ears beneath 
the earth, or cheriſh his heart in its ſhroud. 

Do well whilſt thou liveſt; but regard not what is 
faid of it: content thyſelf with delerving praiſe, and 
thy poſterity ſhall rejoice in hearing it. 

As the butterfly, who teeth not her own colours; as 
the jeſſamine, which tecleth not the ſcent it caſteth 
a ound it; ſo is the man who appeareth gay, and bid- 
&th others to take note of it. 4 

To what purpole, ſaith he, is my veſture of gold, 
to what end are my tables filled with dainties, if no 
eye gaze upon them, 1t the world know it not? Give 
thy raiment to the naked, and thy tood to the hungry ; 
ſo ſhalt thou be praited, and feel that thou deſerveſt. 

Why beftowelt thou on every man the flattery of 
unmeaning words? Thou kroweſt, when returned 
thee, thou regardett it not. He knoweth he lieth unto 
thee; yet he knoweth thou wilt thank him for it. 
Speak in fincerity, and thou ſhalt hear with inſtruction. 

The vain delighteth to ſpeak of himſelf; but he ſeeth 
not that others like not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing worthy praile, if he poſ- 
ſeſieth that which is worthy admiration; his joy is to 
proclaim it; his pride is to hear it reported: the deſire 
ei luch 2 mut dccatet l NE; nch zay hot, Behold, 


ä he 
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he hath done it; or, See, he poſſeſſetli it; but, Mark 
how proud he is of it. 

The heart of man cannot attend at once to man 
things; he who fixeth his ſoul on ſhew, loſeth reality; 
he purſueth bubbles which break in their flight, while 
he treads to earth what would do him honour. 


INCONSTANCY. 


ATURE urgeth thee to inconſtancy, O Man! 

therefore guard thyſelf at all times againſt it. 

Thou art from the womb of thy mother various and 
wavering ; from the loins of thy father inheriteſt thou 
inſtability : how then ſhalt thou be firm? 

Thoſe who gave thee a body, turnithed it with weak. 
neſs; but He who gave thee a foul, armed thee with 
reſolution : employ it, and thou art wiſe : be wiſe, and 
thou art happy. | | 

Let him who doeth well, beware how he boaſteth 
of it; for rarely is it of his own will. 

Is it not the event of an impulie from without; 
born of wicertainty; enforced by accident; depen- 
dent on ſomewhat elle? To thele, then, and to acci- 
dent, is the praiſe due. 
Beware of irreiolution in the intent of thy actions; 
beware of inſtability in the execution; ſo ſhalt tliou 
triumph over two great failings of thy nature. 

What reproacheth reaton more than to act contrarie- 
ties? What can ſuppreſs the tendencies to theſe, but 
firmneſs of mind ? : | 

The Inconitant feeleth that he changeth, but he 
knoweth not why; he tecth that he e{capeth from him- 
ſelf, but he perceiveth not how: be thou incapable of 
_— in that which is right; and men will rely upon 

ee. | 

Eſtabliſh unto thyſelf principles of action; and ſee 
that thou ever act according to them. | 


Firſt know that thy principles are juſt, and then be 


more intlexible in the path of them: 80 
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So ſhall thy paſſions have no rule over thee: ſo ſhall 

thy conſtancy enſure unto thee the good thou poſſeſſeſt, 
and drive from thy door Misfortune : Anxiety and 
Diſappointment ſhall be ſtrangers to thy gates. 

Sulpect not evil in any one, until thou ſeeſt it: when 

thou ſceſt it, forget it not. 

Whoſo hath been an enemy cannot be a friend, for 
Man mendeth not of his faults. 

How ſhould his actions be right, who hath no rule 
of life? Nothing can be juſt, which proccedeth not 
from reaſon. 

The Inconſtant hath no peace in his ſoul ; neither 
can any be at eaſe whom he concerneth himlelt with. 

His life is unequal : his motions are irregular : his 
ſoul changeth like the weather. 

To-day he loveth thee; to-morrow thou art deteſted 
by him: and why? Himſelf knoweth not wheretore he 
loved, or wherefore he now hateth. | 

To-day he is the tyrant ; to-morrow thy ſervant is 
leſs humble: and why? He who is arrogant without 
power, will be ſervile where there is no ſubjection. 

To- day he is profuſe; to-morrow he grudgeth unto 
his mouth that which it ſhould eat. Thus it is with 
him who-knoweth not moderation. | | 

Who ſhall ſay of the cameleon, He is black, when 
the moment after the verdure of the gr aſs over ſpreadeth 
him? 

Who ſhall ſay of the Inconſtant, He is Sindh, when 

his next breath ſhall be ſpent in ſighing? 

What is the life of ſuch a man, but the phantom of 
a dream? In the morning he riſeth happy; at noon he 
is on the rack: this hour he is a god; the next below 
a worm: one moment he Jaugheth ; ; the next he weep- 
eth: he now willeth; in an inſtant he willeth not; 
and in another he knoweth not whether he willeth 
or no. 

Yet neither eaſe nor pain have fixed themſelves on 
him; neither is he waxed greater or become leſs; nei- 

| ther hath he had cauic for laughter, nor realen for 
| is 
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his ſorrow: therefore ſhall none of them abide with 
him. 

The happineſs of the Inconſtant is as a palace built 
on the ſurface of the ſand ; the blowing of the wind 
carrieth away its foundation: what wonder then that 
it falleth ? | 

But what exalted form is this, that hitherward 
directs its even, its uninterrupted courſe z whoſe foot 
is on the earth, whoſe head is above the clouds? 

On his brow ſitteth majeſty; ſteadineſs is in his 

rt; and in his heart reigneth tranquillity. 

Though obſtacles appcar in the way, he deigneth 


not to look down upon them : though heaven and earth 


oppoſe his paſſage, he proceedeth. 

The mountains fink beneath his tread ; the waters 
of the ocean are dried up under the ſole of his foot. 

The tyger throweth herſelf acrols his way in vain; 
the ſpots of the leopard glow againit him unregarded. 

He marcheth through the embattled legions: with 
his hand he putteth afide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, but are not able 
to ſhake them: thunder buriteth on his head in vain; 
the lightning ſerveth but to ſhew the gluries of his 
countenance, 

His name is Reſolution ! He cometh from the utmoſt 
E of the earth : he ſerth Happinels atar before him: 


is eye diſcovereth her temple beyond the limits of 


the Pole. | | 
He walketh up to it; he entereth boldly; and re- 
maineth therein tor ever. | 
Eſtabliſh thy heart, O Man! in that which is right, 
and then know, the greateſt of human praiſe is to be 
immutable, 
| WEAENESS. | | 
JAIN and inconſtant as thou art, O child of im- 
perfection! how canſt thou but be weak? Is not 
inconſtancy connected with frailty? Can there be vani- 
ty without infirmity? Avoid the Eanger vi we Cue, 
aud thru 3ult eteape the milchicts of the other. 
19 5 TT Es MWcrcin 
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Wherein art thou moſt weak? In that wherein thou 
ſeemeſt molt ſtrong; in that wherein thou moſt glorieſt; Will 
even in poſlelſing the things which thou haſt; in uſing Wl 
the good that is about thee. x 

Are not thy deſires alſo frail? or knoweſt thou even 1 
what it is thou wouldſt with ? When thou haſt obtained | 
what moſt thou ſoughteſt after, behold it contenteth i 
thee not. 1 

Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure that is before thee its 

reliſh? and why appeareth that which is yet to come 
the [weeter ? Becauſe thou art wearied with the good 
of this; becauſe thou knoweſt not the evil of that 
which 1s not with thee. 

Know, that to be content is to be happy. | 

Couldit thou chuſe for thyſelf; would thy Creator 
hy betore thee all that thine heart could aſk for; would 
happinels then remain with thee? or would joy dwell 
always in thy gates? 

Alas! thy weakneſs forbiddeth it! thy infirmity 
declareth againſt it. Variety is to thce in the place of 
pleaſure, but that which permanently delighteth muſt 
be permanent. 

When it is gone, thou repenteſt the loſs of it; 
though while it was with thee, thou deſpiſedſt it. 

That which ſucceedeth it, hath no more pleaſure 
for thee; and thou afterwards quarrelleſt with thyſelf 

for preterring it; behold the only circumitance in which 
thou erreit not. 

Is there any thing in which thy wakeh appeareth 
more than in aciring things? It is in the poſſeſſing, 
and in the uſing them. | 

Good things ceate to be good in our enjoyment of 
them : what 8 meant pure tweets, are ſources of 
bitterneſs to us: from our delights ariie pain; from 
our Joy 5 lorrow. 

Be moderate in the enjoyment, and it ſhall remain in 
thy poflulion ; let thy joy be founded on reaſon, and 
to its end ſail lorrow be a ſtranger. The 
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The delights of love are uſhered in by ſighs, and 
they terminate in languiſhment and deject ion: the ob- 
Je& thou burnedſt for nauſcates with faticty ; and no 
ſooner haſt thou poſſeſſed it, but thou art weary of its 
preſence. | 

Join eſteem to thy admiration ; unite friendſhip with 
thy love; ſo thalt thou find in the end content ſo abio- 
lute, that it ſurpaſſeth captures; tranquillity more 
worth than ecſtaſy. 


God hath given thee no good without its admix- 


ture of evil; but he hath given thee alſo the means of 
throwing off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without its allay of pain, fo neither 
is ſorrow without its portion of pleature. Joy and 
grief, though unlike, are united: our own choice 
only can give them to us entire. 

Melancholy itielf otten giveth delight; and the ex- 
tremity of joy is mingled with tears. | 

The belt things in the hands of a fool may be turned 
to his deſtruction; and out ot the worit the wile will 
find the means of good. 

So blended is weakneſs in thy nature, O Man! that 
thou halt not ſtrength either to be good or to be evil 
entirely: rejoice that thou canſt not excel in evil; and 
let the good that is within thy reach content tiice. 

The virtues are allotted to various ſtations: ſcek not 
after impoſſibilitics, nor grieve that thou cant not 
poſſeſs them all. | 

Wouldit thou at once have the liberality of the rich, 
and the contentment of the poor? or thall the wife of 
thy boſom be deſpiled, becauic ſhe theweth not the vir- 
tues of the widow ? 

If thy father ſink before thee in the diviſions of thy 
country, can at once thy juſtice deſtroy him, and thy 
duty lave his life? | 

If thou behold thy brother in the agonies of a ſlow 
death, is it not mercy to put a period to his life? aud 
is it not allo death to be his murderer ? Truth 
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Truth is but one; thy doubts are of thine own raiſ- 
ing. He who made virtues what they are, planted alio 
in thee a knowledge of their pre-eminence : act as thy 
ſoul dictates to thee, and the end fhall be always right. 


OF THE 
INSUFFICIENCY OF KNOWLEDGE. 
IF there is any thing lovely; if there is any thing 
deſirable; if there is any thing within the reach of 


Man that is worthy of praiſe, is it not Knowledge? and 


yet who 1s 1t that attaineth unto it? 

The ſtateſman proclaimeth that he hath it; the ruler 
of the people claimeth the praiſe of it; but findeth the 
ſubje& that he poſleſleth it? | 

Evil is not requiſite to Man; neither can vice be ne- 
ceſſary to be tolerated : yet how many evils are per- 
mitted by the connivance of the laws? how many 
crimes are committed by the decrees of the council ? 

But be wiſe, O ruler! and learn, O thou that art to 
command the nations! One crime authoriſed by thee is 


worſe than the eſcape of ten from puniſhment. 


When thy people are numerous; when thy ſons in- 
creaſe about thy table; ſendeſt thou them not out to 
ſlay the innocent, and to fall before the ſword of him 
whom they have not offended ? 

If the object of thy deſires demandeth the lives of 
2 thouſand, ſayeth thou not, I will have it? Surely 
thou torgetteſt, that He who created thee, created allo 
theſe: and that their blood 1s as rich as thine. 

Sayeſt thou that juſtice cannot be executed without 
wrong? Surely thine own words condemn thee. 

Thou who flattereſt with falſe hopes the criminal, 
that he may confeis his guilt; art thou not unto him 
2 criminal? or is thy guult the Jeſs becauic he cannot 
puniſh it ? | 

When thou commandeſt to the torture him who is 
but ſuſpected of il!; darelt thou to remember, that 
thou mayeſt rack the innocent? 

Is thy purpoſe antwered by the event? Is thy foul 
latisfed with bis centeſlion? Pain will enterce hum to 


lay 
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ſay what is not, as eaſily as what is; and anguiſh hath 
cauſed Innocence to accuſe herſelf. 

That thou mayſt not kill him without cauſe, thou 
doſt worſe than kill him; that thou mayſt prove if he 
be guilty, thou deſtroyeft him innocent. 

O blindneſs to all truth! O infufficiency of the wil. 
dom of the wiſe! Know, when thy Judge ſhall bid 
thee account for this, thou ſhalt wiſh ten thouſand 
guilty to have gone free, rather than one innocent then 
to ſtand forth againſt thee. 

Inſufficient as thou art to the maintenance of Juſtice, 
how ſhalt thou arrive at the knowledge of Truth ? how 
ſhalt thou aſcend to the footſtep of her throne ? 

As the owl is blinded by the radiance of the ſin, fo 
ſhall the brightneſs of her countenance dazzle thee in 
thy approaches. 

If thou wouldſt mount up into her throne, firſt bow 


thyſelf at her footſtool: if thou wouldtt arrive at the 


knowledge of her, firſt inform * of thine own 
Ignorance. 

More worth is the than pearls, therefore ſcek her 
carefully: the emerall, and the ſapphire, and the 
ruby, are as dirt bencath her fect; theretore yu tue her 
mantully. 

The way to her is labour; Attention is the pilot 
that muſt conduct thee into her port : but weary not in 
the way; for when thou art arrived at her, the toi! 
ſhall be to thee for pleaſure. 

Say not unto thylelf, Behold, truth breedeth hatred, 
and I will avoid it; diſſimulation raiteth triends, and 
I will follow it: Are not the cnemies made by truth 
better than the friends obtained by flattery ? 

Naturally doth Man deſfre the truth, yet when it is 
before him he will not. apprehen: d it; and if it force 
itlelf upon him, 1s he not Ottendtd at it? 

The fault is not in truth, tor that is amiable; but 
the weakueis of Man bearcth not its ſplendour. 

Wouldit thou fee thine intiffciency more plainly, 
View thylelt at tiiy Ecyotiviis. I what end was reu- 

| 4 gion 
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jon inſtituted, but to teach thee thine infirmities; to 
remind thee of thy weakneſs ; to ſhew thee, that from 
Heaven alone thou art to hope for good ? | 

Doth it not remind thee that thou art duſt ? doth it 
not tell thee that thou art aſhes? And behold repen- 
tance, 1s it not built on frailty ? 

When thou giveſt an oath; when thou ſweareſt thou 
wilt not deceive; behold it ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that receiveth it: learn 
to be juſt, and repentance may be forgotten: learn to 
be honeſt, and oaths are unneceſſary. 

The ſhorter follies are the better: ſay not therefore 
to thyſelf, I will not play the fool by halves. 

He that beareth his own faults with patience, ſhall 
reprove another with boldneſs. 

He that giveth a denial with reaſon, ſhall ſuffer a re- 
pulſe with moderation, 

If thou art ſuſpected, anſwer with freedom; whom 
ſhould ſutþ1cion affright except the guilty ? 

The tender of heart is turned trom his purpoſe by 
ſupplications: the proud is rendered more obſtinate 
by entreaty: the ſenſe of thine inſufficiency com- 
mandeth thee to hear; but to be juſt, thou muſt hear 
without thy paſſions. | 


MISERY. 
EEBLE and inſuſficient as thou art, O Man! in 


good; trail and incontiant as thou art in pleaſure; 
yet is there a thing in which thou art ſtrong and un- 
ſhaken : its name 1s Mitery. 

It is the character ot thy being; the prerogative of 
thy nature: in thy breaſt alone it reſideth; without 
thee there is nothing of it: and beboid, what is its 
lource, but thine own paſſions? 

He who gave thee theſe, gave thee alſo reaſon to 
ſubdue them; excrt it, and thou ſhalt trampie them 
under thy tect. 

I bine entrance into the world, is it not ſhameful ? 
thy defttuction, is it nut gloricus? Ly! men adorn the 

& witrumuuts 


62 THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIPPE, 
inſtruments of death with gold and gems, and wear 
them above their garments. 

He who begetteth a man hideth his face; but he who 
| killeth a thouland is honoured. - | 
Know thou, notwithſtanding, that in this is error, 
Cuſtom cannot aiter the nature of truth ; neither can 
the opinion of Man deſtroy juſtice: the glory and the 
ſhame are miſplaced. | 

There is but one way for Man to be produced: 
there are a thouſand by which he may be deſtroyed. 

There is no praiſe nor honour to him who giveth 
being to another; but triumphs and empire are the re- 
wards of murder. 

Yet he who hath many children, hath as many bleſ- 
ſings : and he who hath taken away the life of another, 
ſhall not enjoy his own. 


While the ſavage curſeth the birth of his ſon, and 


bleſſeth the death of his father; doth he not call him- 
ſelf a monſter ? 


Enough of evil is allotted unto man; but he maketh 


it more while he lamenteth it. | 
The greateſt of all human ills is ſorrow ; too much 
of this thou art born to; add not unto it by thine 
own perverſeneſs. | 
Grief is natural to thee 3 and is always about thee : 
Pleaſure is a ſtranger, and viſiteth thee but at times: 
ule well thy rcaton, and ſorrow ſhall be caft behind 
thee: be prudent, and the vitits of Joy ſhall remain 
long with thee. | 
Every part of thy frame is capable of ſorrow: but 
few and narrow are the paths that lead to delight. 
Pleaſures can be admitted only funp!y 3 but pains 
ruth in a thouland at a tune. 
As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as foon as it is kindled; 


ſo paſieth away the bricgh:ineſs of joy, and thou knowelt. 


not what is become of it. 

Sorrow is frequent; peaſire is rare; pain cometh 
of iticlt; delight mutt be puichiled ; grief is un- 
mixed ; but joy wanteth not i alla, of bitterme fs. 

| | | As 
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As the ſoundeſt health is leſs perceived than the 
lighteſt malady; ſo the higheſt joy toucheth us leſs 
deep than the ſmalleſt forrow. 

We are in love with anguiſh ; we often fly from plea- 
ſure : when we purchale it, coſteth it not more than it 
is worth ? | | 

Reflection is the buſineſs of Man: a ſenſe of his 
ſtate is his firſt duty : but who remembereth himſelf 
in joy? Is it not in mercy then that ſorrow is allotted 
unto us ? | | 

Man foreſeeth the evil that is to come: he remem- 
bereth it when it is paſt: he conſidereth not that the 
thought of affliction woundeth deeper than the af- 
fliction itſelf. Think not of thy pain but when it is 
upon thee, and thou ſhalt avoid what moſt would hurt 
thee. | 
He who weepeth before he needeth, weepeth more 
than he needeth: and why ? but that he loverh weep- 

ing. | 
The ſtag weepeth not till the ſpear is lifted up 
againſt him; nor do the tears of the beaver fall till 
the hound is ready to ſeize him: Man anticipateth death 
by the apprehenſion of it; and the tear is greater mi- 
{ery than the event itſelf. 

Be always prepared to give an account of thine 
act ions; and the belt death is that which is leaſt pre- 
meditated. 


OF JUDGMENT. 


THE greateſt bountics given to Man are judgment 
and will: happy is he who miſapplieth them 

not. | 

As the torrent that rolleth down the mountains de- 

ſtroyeth all that is borne away by it; ſo doth common 

opinion overwhelm reaton in him who tubmitteth to it, 

without ſaying, What is thy foundation? 

See that what thou recciveſt as truth be not the 
ſhadow of it: what thou acknowledgeſt as convincing, 
ls often but plaulible ; be firm; be conſtant ; determine 

F 2 tor 
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for thyſelf; fo ſhalt thou be aniwerable only for thine 
own weaknets. 

Say not that the event proveth the wiſdom of the 
action: remember Man is not above the reach of ac- 
cidents. 

Condemn not the judgment of another, hecauſe it 
differeth from thine own; may not even both be in 
. an error? 

When thou eſteemeſt a man tor bis titles, ard con. 
temnelt the itranger becauſe he wanteth hen judgeſt 
thou not of the camel by his bridie? 

Think not thou art revenged of thine enemy when 
thou ſlayeſt him: taou puttelt him beyond thy reach; 
thou giveſt him quiet; and thou takeſt from thylclf 
all means of hurting him. 


Was thy mother incontinent, and grisveth it thee 


to be told of it? Is frailty in thy wife, and art thou 
pained at the reproach of it? He who deſpiſeth thee 


for it condemneth himſelf. Art thou anlwcrable for. 


the vices of another? 

Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou poſſeſſeſt it; nei- 
ther enhance thou the value of a thing becanle it is 
another's ; poſſeſſion to the wiſe addeth to the price 


of it. 


Honour not thy wife the leis becaule the is in thy 


wer; and deſpiſe him that hath ſaid, Wouldit thou 
ove her leſs? marry her! What |ath put her into 
thy power, but her confidence in oy virtue 7 Shouldlt 
thou love her leſs for being more oblige to her; 


If thou wert juſt in thy courtthip of hier, though 


thou neglecteſt her while thou liaſt her, yet all her lots 
be bitter to thy ſoul, 


He who thinketh another belt ny becauſe he poſ- 


ſeſleth her; it he be not wier than thee, at lcaſt he is 


more happy. 

Weigh not the loſs thy friend hath ſuffered by the 
tears he ſheddeth tor it; the greateſt gricfs arc above 
theſe expreſſions of them. Etteem 
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Eſteem not an action becauſe it is done with noiſe and 
mp: the nobleſt ſou] is that which doth great things, 

and is not moved in the doing them. 

Fame aſtoniſheth the ear of him who heareth it ; 
but tranquillity rejoiceth the heart that is polleficd 
of it. 

Attribute not the good actions of another to bad 
cauſes : thou canſt not know his heart; but the world 
will know by this that thine is full of envy. 

There is not in hypocrily more vice than folly : to 
be honeſt is as eaſy as to ſeem ſo. 

Be more ready to acknowledge a benefit than to re- 
venge an injury; ſo ſhalt thou have more benefits than 
injuries done unto thee. 

Be more ready to love than to hate ; ſo ſhalt thou be 
loved by more than hate thee. 

Be willing to commend, and be flow to cenſure ; fo 
ſhall praiſe be upon thy virtues, and the eye of Enmity 
ſhall be blind to thy imperfections. 

When thou dolt good, do it becauſe it is good not 
becaule men eſteem it: when thou avoidelt evil, flee it 
becauſe it is evil; not becauſe men ſpeak againſt it: 
de honeſt for love of honeſty, and thou ſhalt be 
uniformly ſo: he that doth it without principle is 
wavering. 

Wiſh rather to be reproved by the wiſe, than to be 
applauded by him who hath no underitanding : when 
they tell thee of a fault, they ſuppoſe thou canſt im- 
prove; the other, when he praiſeth thee, thinketh thee 
like unto himſelf. 

Accept not an office for which thou art not qualified, 
leſt he who knoweth more of it deſpiſe thee, 

Inſtruct not another in that wherein thyſelf art igno- 
rant: when he tecth it, he will upbraid thee. 

Expect not a friendſhip with him who hath injured 
thee : he who ſuffereth the wrong may forgive it; but 
he who doth it never will be well with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on him thou wiſheſt 
By. friend; behold ! the Jenie of them will drive him 
F 3 trom 
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from thee : a little benefit alienateth friendſhip : a great 
one maketh an enemy. 

Nevertheleſs, ingratitude is not in the nature of 
man; neither is his anger irreconcileable : he hateth 
to be put in mind of a debt he cannot pay; he is 
aſhamed in the preſence of him whom he hath in- 
| I | | 

Repine not at the good of a ſtranger ; neither rejoice 
thou in the evil that betalleth thine enemy. Wikett 
thou that others ſhould do thus by thee ? 

Wouldſt thou enjoy the good-will of all men, let 
thy own benevolence be univerſal. It thou obtaint 
it not by this, no other means could give it to ther: 
and know, though thou hait it not, thou haſt the 
greater pleaſure of having merited it. 


PRESUMPTION. 


PRIDE and meanneſs ſcem incompatible ; but Man 
reconcileth contrarieties : he is at once the molt 
miſerable and tlie moſt arrogant of all creatures. 

Preſumption is the bane of reaſon; it is the nurle of 
error; yet it is congenial with reaſon in us, 

Who is there that judgeth not either too highly of 
himſelf, or thinketh too meanly of others? 

Our Creator himſelf e{capeth not our preſumption : 
how then ſhall we be tate trom one another ? 

What is the origin of ſuperſtition ? and whence 
ariſeth falſe worſhip? from our preſuming to reaſon 
about what is above our reach; to comprehend what is 
incomprehenſible. | | 

Limited and weak as our underſtandings are, we 
employ not even their little forces as we ought : we 
ſoar not high enough in our approaches to God's great- 
neſs ; we give not wing enough to our idcas, when 
we enter into the adoration of Divinity. 


Man, who fears to breathe a whiſper againſt his 


earthly ſovereign, trembles not to arraign the diſpen- 
ſations of his God: he forgetteth his majeſty, and re- 
judgeth his judgments, He 
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He who dareth not repeat the name of his prince 
without honour, yet bluſheth not to call that of his 
Creator to be witnels to a lie. | 

He who would hear the ſentence of the magiſtrate 
with filence, yet dareth to plead with the Eternal : he, 
attempteth to ſoothe him with intreaties ; to flatter 
him with promiſes; to agree with him upon condi- 
tions; nay, to brave and murmur at him it his requeſt 
is not granted, | 

Why art thou unpuniſhed, O Man, in thy impiety ! 
but that this is not thy day of retribution. 

Be not like unto thoſe who fight with the thunder, 
nor dare thou to deny thy Creator thy prayers becaule 
he chaſtiſeth thee : thy madneſs is on thine own head 
in this : thy impiety hurteth no one but thyſelf. 

Why boaſteth Man that he is the favourite of his 
Maker; yet neglecteth to pay his thanks, his adora- 
tions for it? How ſuiteth ſuch a life with a belief ſo 
haughty ? . | | 

Man, who is truly but a mote in the wide expanſe, 
believeth the whole earth and heaven created for him 
he thinketh the whole frame of nature hath intereſt in 
his well-being. 

As the fool, while the images tremble on the boſom 
of the water, thinketh that trees, towns, and the 
wide horizon are dancing to do him pleaſure z ſo Man, 
while Nature performs her deſtined courſe, believes 
that all her motions are but to entertain his eye. 

While he courts the rays of the ſun to warm him, 
he ſuppoſeth it made only to be of uſe to him: while 
he traceth the moon in her nightly path, he believeth 
ſhe was created to do him plcature. | 

Fool to thy own pride, be humble ! Know, thou 
art not the cauſe why the world holdeth its courle : 
tor thee are not made the viciſſitudes of ſummer and 
winter. | | 

No change would follow, if thy whole race exiſted 
not: thou art but one among millions that are bleſſed 
in it. e Exalt 
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Exalt not thyſelf to the heavens, for, lo! the angels 
are above thee ; nor diſdain thy fellow-inhabitants of 
the earth, for that they are beneath thee : are they not 
the work of the ſame hand? 

'Thou who art happy by the mercy of thy Creator, 
how dareſt thou in wantonneſs put others of his crea. 
tures to torture? Beware that it 1eturn not upon 
thee. | 

Serve not they all the fame Univerſal Maſter with 
thee? Hath he not appointed unto each its laws? 
 Hath he not care of their prefervation ? and dareſt thou 
to intringe it ? | 
Set not thy judgment above that of all the earth; 
neither condemn as fallehood what agrecth not with 
thy own apprehenſion. Who gave thee the power of 
determining for others ? or who took from the world 
the right of choice ? 

How many things have been rejected which are now 
received as truths? How many row received as truths 
ſhall in their turn be deſpiſcd? Of what then can Man 
be certain? | | 

Do the good that thou knoweſt, and happineſs ſhall 
be unto thee : virtue is more thy bulſinets here than 
wiſdom, 

Truth and falſehood, have they not the ſame ap- 


pearance in what we underſtand not? What then but 


our preſumption can determine between them ? 

We eaſily believe what is above our comprehenſion ; 
or we are proud to pretend it, that it may appear we 
underſtand it: Is not this folly and arrogance ? 

Who is he that affirms moſt boldly? Who is he 
that holds his opinion moit obſtinately? Even he who 
hath molt ignorance; for he alſo hath molt pride. 

Every man when he layeth hold of an opinion de- 
ſircth to remain in it; but moſt of all he who hath 
molt preſumption ; he contenteth not himſelt to betray 
his own 1oul into it, but he will unpole it on others to 
belicve in it allo, Say 
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Say not that truth is eſtabliſhed by years, or that in 
z multitude of believers there is certainty, . 
One human propolition hath as much authority as 
another, if reaſon maketh not the difference. 


OF THE AFFECTIONS OF MAN, 
WHICH ARE HURTFUL TO HIMSELF 
AND OTHERS. 
COVETOUSNESS. 


ICHES are not worthy a ſtrong attention; there- 
fore an carnelt care of obtaining them is un- 
juſtifiable. | 

The deſire of what Man calleth good, the joy he 
taketh in poſſeiling it, is grounded only in opinion: 
take not up that from the vulgar; examine the worth 
of things thyſcif, and thou ihalt not be covetous. 

An immoderate deſite of riches 1s a poilon lodged 
in the loul; it contaminates ac. deſtroys every thing 
that is good in it; it is no ſooner rooted there, than all 
virtue. all hon, alt natural affections fly before the 
face of it. EY 

The covetous would ſell his children for gold; his 
parent miaht die de he would open his cotter : nay, 
he conſidereth not himſelt in re{pect of it: in the ſearch 
of happinels he makcch himſelf unhappy. 

As the man who ſelleth his houſe to purchaſe orna- 
ments tor the embeiliſhment of it; even io is he who 
giveth up. peace in the ſcarch of riches z in hope he may 
be happy in enjoying them. | 

Where covetoulnets reigneth, know that the foul 
is poor. Whoſo accounteth not riches the principal 
good of man, will nut throw away all other goods in 
the purſuit of them. 

Wholo teareth not poverty as the greateſt evil of his 
nature, will not purchaſe to hinilelt all other evils in 
the avoiding it, | | Thou 
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Thou fool, is not virtue more worth than riches » 
1s not guilt more baſe than poverty? Enough for his 
_ neceſſities is in the power of every man: be content 
with it, and thy happineis ſhall ſmile at the ſorrows of 
him who heapeth up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the earth, as unworthy 
to be teen ; ſilver has the placed where thou trampleſt 
it under thy feet: meaneth ſhe not by this to inform 
thee, that gold is not worthy thy regard; that filver is 
beneath thy notice ? 

Covetouſneſs burieth under the ground millions of 
wretches : theſe dig for their hard maſters what re- 
turneth the injury, what maketh them more miſerable 

than their ſlaves. 


The earth is barren of good things, where ſhe 


hoardeth up treaſure : where gold is in her bowcls, 
there no herb groweth. 

As the horſe findeth not there his graſs, nor the 
mule his proven der; as the fields of corn laugh not on 
the ſides of the hills; as the olive holdeth not forth 
there her fruits, nor the vine her cluſters ;z even ſo no 


good dwelleth in the breatt of him whole heart broodeth 


over his treaſure. 

Riches are ſcrvants to the wiſe ; but they are tyrants 
over the ſoul of the fool. 

The covetons ſerveth his gold; it ſerveth not 3 
he poſſeſſeth his wealth as the ſick doth a fever: 
burneth and tortureth him, and will not quit him Ae 
death. 

Hath not gold deftroyed the virtue of millions? did 
| It ever add to the goodneſs of any ? 

IV⸗s it not moſt abundant with the worſt of men? 
wheretore then ſhouldeſt thou deſire to be diſtinguiſhed 
by poſſeſſing it? 

Have not the wiſeſt been thoſe who have had leaſt 
of it? and is not wiſdom happineſs ? 

Have not the worſt of thy ſpecics poſſeſſed the great- 
eſt portions of it? and hath not their end been mile- 
Table ? Poverty 
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poverty wanteth many things, but covetouſneſs de- 
nieth itſelf all. | 
The covetous can be good to no man; but he is to 
none fo cruel as to himſelf. | 
Be induſtrious to procure gold; and be generous 
in the diſpoſal of it: Man never is fo happy as when he 
giveth happinels to another. 


PROFUSION. 


17 there be a vice greater than the hoarding up of 
riches, it is the employing them to uleleſs pur- 

les. | 

He that prodigally Javiſheth that which he hath to 

ſpare, robbeth the poor of what Nature giveth him a 

right unto, | 

He who ſquandereth away his treaſure, refuſeth 
the means to do good: he demieth himſelf the practice 
of virtues whole reward is in their hand, whoſe end is 
no other than his owa happineſs. 

t is more ditficult to be well with riches, than to 
be at ene under the want of them: Man governeth 

himielf much eafier in poverty than in abundance. 

Poverty requireth but one virtue, patience to ſup- 
port it: the rich, if he hath not charity, temperance, 
prudence, and many more, is guilty. | 

The poor hath only the good of his own ſtate com- 
mitted on him: the rich is intruſted with the welfar 
of thouſands. . 

He that giveth away his treaſure wiſely, giveth 
away his plagues. He that retaineth their inereaſe, 
heapeth up forrows. ; 

Refuſe not unto the ſtranger that which he wanteth ; 
deny not unto thy brother that which thou wanteſt 
thytelf. 

Know, there is more delight in being without what 
thou haſt given, than in poſſeſſing millions which thou 
kucgſt not the ute of. REVENGE. 
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REVENGE. 


T* root of revenge is in the weakneſs of the 
ſoul: the moſt abject and timorous are the moſt 

addicted to it. | 

Who torture thoſe they hate, but cowards? Who 
murder thoſe they rob, but women ? 

The feeling an injury muſt be previous to the re- 
venging it; but the noble mind diſdaincth to ſay, It 
hurts me. Y 

If the injury is not below thy notice, he that dceth 
it unto thee, in that maketh himiclt to; wouldit thou 
enter the lifts with thine inferior? | 

Diſdai the man who attempteth to wrong thee ; 
contemn him who would give thee diſquiet. | 

In this thou not only preſerveſt thine own peace, but 
thou inflicteſt all the puniſhmert of revenge, without 
ſtooping to employ it againſt him. 

As the tempelt and the thunder affe& not the ſun 


nor the ttars, but ſpend their fury on ſtones and trees 


below; ſo injuries aſcend not to the ſouls of the great, 
but waſte themielves on ſuch as are thote who offer 
them. . 

Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate revenge; greatneſs of 
ſoul deſpiſeth the offence ; nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended to have diſturbed it. | 

Why ſeckeſt thou vengeance, O Man! With what 
purpole is it that thou purtucit it? Thinkeſt thou to 
pain thine adverſary by it? Know, that thyſelf feeleſt 
its greateſt torments. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart oi him who is infected 
with it; while he againſt whom it is intended remaineth 
eaſy. | 

It is unjuſt in the ancuiſh it inflicts ; therefore Na- 
ture intended it not for thee. Needeth he who has 
injured more pain? or ought he tv add force to the 
affliction which another hatt catt upon him ? 

Ihe man who meditateth revenge is not content 
with the miſchiet he hath received. He addeth to his 


anguih 


ws ©%Y wo. 


THE ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE, 73 
anguiſh the puniſhment due unto another ; while he 
whom he ſeeketh to hurt, goeth his way laughing; 
he maketh himſelt merry at this addition to his 
miſery. | | 
Revenge is painful in the intent; and it is dangerous 
in the exccation : teldom doth the axe fall where he 
who lifted it up intended; and lo! he remembereth 
not that it may recoil againſt him. 

While the revengetul ſecketh his enemy's hurt, he 
oftentimes procureth his own deſtruction : while he 
aimeth at one of the eyes of his adverſary, lo, he put- 
teth out both his own. 

If he obtain not his end, he lamenteth it: if he 
ſucceed, he repenteth of it, The tear of juſtice taketh 
away the peace of his own foul ; the care to hide him 
from it, cettroyeth that of his friend. 

Can the death of thine alverſary ſatiate thy hatred ? 
Can the ſetting him at rett rettore thy peace ? 

Wouldſt thou make kim torry for his offence, con- 
quer him, and ſpare him: in death be ownuih not 
thy ſuperiority ; nor fecleth he more the power of thy 
wrath, 

In revenge there fhouid be a triumph of the aven- 
ger; and he who hath injured him ſhou'ld tel his dit- 
pleaſure: he ſhould jvitr pain from it, and ſhould 
repent him of the cauie. | 

This is the revenge inſpired from anger; but that 
which maketh thee greateit, is contempt. 

Murter tor an injury ariteth oniy trom cowar ices 
he who inflicteth 1t tearcia that the enemy may live, 
and avenge humic. | | | 

Death endeth the quarrel ; but it reftareth not the 
reputation: Killing is an act of caution, not of cou- 
rage: it is fate, but it is not henourable. 

There is nothing to eaſy as to revenge an ofence 
but nothing is to honourable as to pardon it. 

The grenett victory man can obtain 1s over himſelf: 
he that iniainethe to feel an mjiry, retorteth it upon 


} 


him vo ettcrettr it. | When 
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When thou meditateſt revenge, thou confeſſeſt that 
thou feeleſt the wrong: when thou complaineſt, thou 
acknowledgeſt thyſelf | hurt by it: meaneſt thou to add 
this triumph to the pride of thine enemy ? 

That cannot be an injury which is not felt; how 
then can he who deſpiſcth it avenge it? 

If thou think it diſhonourable to bear an offence, 
more is in thy power; thou mayeſt conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man aſhamed to be thine 
enemy. Greatneſs of ſou] will terrify him from the 
thought of hurting thee. 

The oreater the wrong, the more glory is in par- 
doning it; and by how much more juitifiable would 
be revenge, by ſo much the more honour is in cle- 
mency. | 

Haft thou a right to be a judge iu thine own cauſe ? 
to be a party in the act, and yet to pronounce ſen- 
tence on it? Before thou condemneſt, let another ſay 
it 1s juſt, | 

The revengeful is feared, and therefore he is hated ; 
but he that is endowed with clemency is adored. 
The praiſe of his actions remaineth for ever; and the 
love of the world attendeth him. 


CRUELTY, HATRED, AND ENVY. 


REVENGE is deteſtable: what then is cruelty ? 
Lo ! it poſſeſſeth the miſchiefs of the other, but 
it wanteth even the pretence of its provocations. 

Men dilown it, as not of their nature: they are 
aſhamed of it, as a ſtranger to their hearts: do they 
not call it inhumanity ? 

Whence thea is her origm? Unto what that is 
human oweth ſhe her exiitence ? Her father is Fear; 
and behold Ditmay, is it not her mother ? 

The hero litteth his {word againſt the enemy that 
reſiſteth; but no ſooner doth he ſubmit, than he 1s 
lati-fied. 

It is not in honour to trample on the object that 
feareth ; it is not in virtue to inlult what is beneath 


4 : 
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it: ſubdue the inſolent, and ſpare the humble, and 
thou art at the height of victory. 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive at this end; he 
who hath not courage to aſcend thus unto it; lo! he 
ſupplieth the place of conqueſt by murder, of ſove- 
reignty by ſlaughter. 
le who feareth all, ſtriketh at all: why are tyrants 
cruel, but becaute they hve in terror ? 

The cur will tear the carcaſs, though he dare not 
look it in the face while living : the hound that hunt- 
eth it todeath, mangleth it not afterwards. 

Civil wars are the moſt bloody, becauſe thoſe who 
fight them are cowards. Conſpirators are murderers, 
becauſe in death there is filence : is it not Fear that 
telleth them they may be betrayed ? 

That thou mayeſt not be crucl, ſet thyſelf too high 
for hatred : that thou mayelt not be inhuman, place 
_ thyſelf above the reach of envy. | | | 

Every man may be viewed in two lights: in one he 
will be troubleſome, in the other leis offenſive: chuſe 
to fee him in that in which he leaſt hurteth thee; then 
thalt rhou not do hurt unto him. | 

What is there that a man may not turn unto his 
good? In that which offendeth us moſt, there is more 
ground tor complaint than hatred. Man would be 
reconciled with him of whom he complaineth ; what 
murdereth he, but what he hateth ? 

It thou art prevented of a benefit, fly not into a 
rage: the lots of thy reaſon is the want of a greater. 

BSecauic thou art robbed of thy cloak, wouldſt thou 
ſtrip thyſelf of thy coat allo? | 

When thou envleſt the man who poſſeſſeth honours ; 
when his titles and his greatnels raiſe thy indignation 
ſeek to know whence they came unto him; enquire by 
what means he was poſſeſſed of them, and thine envy 
will be turned into pity. 

It the ſame fortune were offered unto thee at the 
ſame price, be aſſured, if thou wert wiſe, thou wouldſt 
refule it. | G 2 What 
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What is the pay tor titles but tiattery? How doth 
man purchaſe power, but by being a ſlave to him who 

iweth it? 

Wouldft thou loſe thine own liberty to be able to 
take away that ct another? or canſt thou envy him 
who doth 10? 

Man purchateth nothing of his ſuperiors but for a 
price; and that price, is it not more thin the value ? 
Wouldſt thou pervert the cuſtoms ot the world? 
Wouldſt thou have the purchaſe and the price allo? 

As thou canſt not envy what thou wouldſt not ac- 
cept, diſdain this cauſe of hatred; and drive from thy 
foul this occaſion of the parent of cruelty. 

If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou envy that which 
is obtained at the expence of it? If thou knoweſt the 
value of virtue, pitieſt thou not thoſe who have bar- 
tered it ſo meanly? 

When thou halt taught thyſelt to bear the ſeeming 
good of men without repining, thou wilt hear of their 
real happineſs with pleaſure. 

If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one who delervetli 
them, thou wilt rejoice in it; tor virtue is happy in 
the proſperity of the virtuous. 

He who rejoiceth in the happineſs of another, in- 
creaſcth by it his own. 

HEAVINESS OF HEART. 
THE foul of the chearful forceth a ſmile upon the 
face of Affſictin; but the deſpondence of the lad 
dceadencth even the brightnets of joy. 

Wat is the fynrce of ſadneis, but a fcebicneſs of 
the ſoul? What giveth it power, but the want of 
ſpirit ? Roule thyfeif to the combat, and ſhe quitteth 
the fie before thou ſtrikeſt. 

She is an enemy to thy race; therefore drive her from. 
thy heart: ſhe poiloneth the iweets of thy life; there- 
tore ſuffer her not to enter thy dwelling. 

She railcth the loſs oi a ftiaw to the deliruction of 


thy fortune; while ſhe vezeth thy foul abeut trifles, 
| ſhe 
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ſhe robbeth thee of thine attention to the things of 
conſequence : behold, ſhe but propheſieth what ſhe 
ſcemeth to relate unto thee. 

She ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil over thy virtues : 
ſhe hideth them from thoſe that would honour thee on 
beholding them: ſhe entangleth and keepeth them down, 
while ſhe maketh it moſt neceſſary tor thee to exert 
them. 

Lo! ſhe oppreſſeth thee with evil; and ſhe tieth 
down thine hands, when they would throw the load 
off thee. 

If thou wouldſt avoid what is baſe ; if thou wouldſt 
diſdain what is cowardly; if thou wouldit drive 
from thy heart what is unjuſt, ſuffer not ſadneſs to 
lay hold upon it. 

Suifer it not to cover itſelf with the face of piety; 
let it not deceive tnee with a thow of wiſdom. . 
Religion payeth honour to thy Maker: let it not 
be ciouded with melancholy. Wiſdom maketh thee 
happy: know then that ſorrow is to her looks a 
ſtranger. | 

For what ſhould man be ſorrowful, but for af- 
fictions * Why ſhouid his heart give up joy, when 
the cauſes of it are not removed from him? Is not 
this being milerable for the ſake of miſery? 

As the mourner who looketh fad, becauſe he is hired 
to do fo; who weepeth, becauſe his tears are paid 
for; ſuch is the man who tuffereth his heart to be 
ſad, not becauſe he ſuffereth aught, but becauſe he 
is gloomy. 

It is not the occaſion that produceth the ſorrow: 
for behold the fame thing ſhall be to another re- 
q | 

Aik me: if their ſadneſs maketh things the better, and 
themſelves will conteis to thee that it is tolly 3 nay, 
they will praiſe him who beareth his ills with pa- 
tience ; who maketh head againſt misfortune with cou- 
rage. Applauſe thouuid be followed by imitation. 

| 83 | Sadneſs 
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Sadneſs is againſt Nature, for it troubleth her mo- 
tions: lo, it rendereth diſtaſteful whatſoever ſhe hath 
made amiable. 

As the oak falleth before the tempeſt, and raiſeth 
not its head again; ſo boweth the heart of Man to the 
force of ſadneſs, and ſo returneth it unto its ſtrength 
no more. | 

As the ſnow melteth upon the mountains from the 
rain that trickleth down their ſides, even ſo is beauty 
waſhed from off the cheeks by tears; and neither the 
one nor the other reſtoreth itſelf again for ever. 

As the pearl is diſſolved by the vinegar which ſeem- 
eth at firſt only to obſcure its ſurface ; ſo is thy hap- 
pineſs, O Man, ſwallowed up by heavineſs of heart, 
though at firſt it ſcemeth only to cover it with its 
ſhadow, | 

Behold Sadneſs in the public ſtreets: caſt thine eye 
upon her in the places of reſort: doth any look 
upon her? Avoideth ſhe not every one? and doth 
not every one flee from her preſence ? 5 

See how ſhe dreopeth her head like the flower whoſe 
root is cut aſunder: {ce how ſhe fixeth her eyes upon 
the earth: ſee how they ſerve her to no purpoſe but for 
weeping. 

Is there in her mouth diſcourſe ? Is there in her heart 
the love of focicty ? Is there in her ſoul reaton ? Aſk 
her the caule, and ſne knoweth it not; inquire the oc- 
caſion, and bchold there is none. | ES 

Vet doth her ſtrength fail her, Lo! at length ſhe 
ſinketh into the grave; and no one faith, What is be- 
come of her ? | 

Haſt thou underſtanding, and ſeeſt thou not this? 
Haſt thou piety, and perceiveſt thou not thine error? 

God created thee in mercy ; had he not intended thee 
to be happy, his beneficence would not have called thee 
into exiſtence ! How dareſt thou then to fly in the face 
of his Majeſty? | | 

While thou art moſt happy with innocence, thou doſt 
kim moſt honour ; and what is thy diſcontent, but 
murmuring againſt him? Created 
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Created He not all things liable to changes? and 
dareſt thou to weep at their changing ? 

If we know the law of Nature, wherefore do we 

complain of it ? If we are ignorant of it, what ſhould 
we accuſe but our blindneſs to what every moment 
giveth us proof of ? 
Know, that it is not thou that art to give laws to 
the world: thy part is to ſubmit to them as thou findeſt 
them : if they diſtreſs thee, thy lamenting it but addeth 
to thy torment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, nor ſuppoſe that 
ſorrow healeth misfortune: it is a poiſon under the 
colour ot a remedy : while it pretendeth to draw the 
_ from thy breaſt, lo! it plungeth it into thine 

cart. 

While ſadneſs ſeparateth thee from thy friends, doth 
it not ſay thou art unfit for converſation ? While it 
driveth thee into corners, doth it not proclaim that it 
is aſhamed of itſelt ? | | 

It is not in thy nature to meet the arrows of ill for- 
tune unhurt ; nor doth reaſon require it of thee. It 
is thy duty to bear misfortune like a man; but thou 
muſt firit allo feel it like one. | 

Tears may drop trom thine eyes, though virtue fall- 
eth not from thine heart: be thou carctul only that 
there is cauſe z and that they flow not too abun- 
dant ly. 5 | | 

The greatneſs of the evil is not to be reckoned 
from the number of tears ſhed for it : the greateſt 
griefs are above theſe teſtimonics, as the greateſt joys 
are beyond utterance, 

What is there that weakneth the ſoul like grief ? 
what depreſſeth it like ſadneſs ? | 

Is the ſorrowful prepared for noble enterpriſes ? or 
armeth he himſelf in the cauſe of virtue ? | 

Subject not thyſelf to ills, where there are in re- 
turn ro advantages ; neither ſacrifice thou the means 
of good unto that which is in itſelf an evil, OF 
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OF THE 


ADVANTAGES MAN MAY ACQUIRE 
OVER HIS FELLOW-CREATURES, 


NOBILITY AND HONOUR. 
TOBILITY reſideth not but in the foul; nor is 


there true honour except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be bought by vices ; rank 
and titles may be purchaſed tor money; but theſe are 
not true honour. 5 

Crimes cannot exalt the man who commits them to 
real glory; neither can gold make men noble. 

When titles are the reward ot virtue; when he is ſet 
on high who hath terved his country; he who bettoweth 
the honour hath glory, like as he who receiveth them; 
and the world :s benefited by it. 

Wouldſt thou wiſh to be raiſed for men know not 
what? or wouldſt thou that they ſhould fay, Wh 18 
this? 

When the virtues of the hero deſcend to his children, 
his titles accompany them well: but when he who poſ- 
ſeſſeth them is unlike to him who deterved them, lo! 
do they not call him degenerate ? 

Hereditary honour is accounted the moſt noble; but 
reaſon ſpeaketh in the cauſe of him who hath acquired 
It. | | 

He who, meritleſs himſelf, appealeth to the actions 
of his anceſtors for his greatnets, is like the thick who 
claimeth protection by flying to the Pagod. 

What good is it to the blind, that his parents could 
fee ? What bencfit is it to the dumb, that his grand- 
tather was eloquent? Even fo, what is it to the mean, 
that their pre:icceilors were noble? | | 

A mind diſpoſed to virtue, maketh great the poſſeſ- 
for of it; and without titles it will raiſe him above 
the vulgar. 

He will acquire honour while others receive it : and 
will he not ſay unto them, Such were the men whom 
you glory in being derived from. As 
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As the ſhadow waiteth upon the ſubſtance, even to 
true honour attendeth upon virtue. 

Say not that honour 1s the child of Boldnefs, nor 
believe thou that the hazard of lite alone can pay the 
price of it: it is not to the action that it is due, but to 
the manner of performing it. 

All are not called to the guiding the helm of State; 
neither are their armies to be commanded by every one: 
do well in that which is committed to thy charge, and 
praiſe ſhall remain upon thee. 

Say not that difficulties are neceſſary to be conquered, 
or that labour and danger muſt be in the way to re- 
nown : the woman who is chaſte, is ſhe not prailed ? 
the man who is honeſt, deſerveth he not to be ho- 
noured ? 

The thirit of fame is violent; the defire of honour 
is powerful; and He who gave them to us, gave them 
for great purpoies. 

When deiperate actions are neceſſary to the public, 
when our lives are to be expoſed for the good of our 


country, what can add force to virtue but ambi- 
tion ? 


It is not the receiving honour that delighteth the no- 


ble mind; its pride is the deſerving it. 

Is it not better men ſhouid ſay, Why hath not this 
man a ſtatue ? than that they ſhould atk why he 
hath one. 

The ambitious will always be firſt in the croud ; he 
prefieth forward, he looketh not behind him; more 


anguiſh is it to his lou] to ice one before him, than Joy 


to lcave thouſands at a diſtance, 

The root of ambition is in every man; but it ri- 
ſeth not in all: tear keepeth it down in . ; in many 
it is ſupprefſed by modetty. 

It is the inner garment of the ſoul; the firſt thing 
put on by it with the fleſh, and the laſt it layeth down 
at its leparation trom it 
It is an honour to thy nature, when worthily em- 
ployed: when thou directett it to wrong purpoles, it 
thameth and dettroyeth thee. In 

G5 
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In the breaſt of the traitor Ambition is covered : 
Hypocriſy hideth its face under her mantle ; and cool 
Diſſimulation furniſheth it with {ſmooth words: but in 
the end men ſhall ſee what it is. 

The ſerpent loſeth not his ting, though benumbed 
with the froſt; the tooth of the viper is not broken, 
though the cold cloſeth — mouth: take pity on his 
ſtate, and he will ſhew thee his ſpirit; warm him in thy 
boſom, and he will requite thee with death. 

He that is truly virtuous loveth Virtue for herſelf ; 
he diſdaineth the applauſe which Ambition aimeth 
after. | | 

How pitiable were the ſtate of Virtue, if ſhe could not 
be happy but from another's praiſe ? She is too noble 
to ſeek recompence, and no more will, than can be 
rewarded. | 

The higher the ſun ariſeth, the leſs ſhadow doth 
it make; even ſo the greater is the Virtue, the leſs doth 
it covet praile ; yet cannot it avoid its reward in 
honours. | 1 

Glory, like a ſhadow, flieth him who purſueth it; 
but it followeth ar the heels of him who wonld fly 
from it; if thou courteſt it without merit, thou ſhalt 
never attain unto it; it thou deſerveſt it, though thou 
hideſt thyſelf, it will never forſake thee. 

Purſue that which is honourable, do that which is 
right, and the applauſe of thine own conſcience will be 
more joy to thee, than the ſhouts of millions who know 
not that thou delervelt them. | 


SCIENCE AND LEARNING. 


THE nobleſt employment of the mind of Man, is 
the ſtudy of the works of his Creator. 

To him whom the ſcience of Nature delighteth, 
every object bringeth a proof of his God: every thing 
that proveth it giveth cauſe of adoration, 

His mind is litted up to heaven every moment: his 
life is one continued act of devotion. _ 

Caſteth he his eye towards the clouds, findeth he not 
the heavens full of his wonders ? Looketh he down Tay 
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the earth, doth not the worm proclaim to him, Leſs 
than Omnipotence could not have formed me ? . 

While the planets perform their courſes; while the 
ſun remaineth in his place; while the comet wandereth 
through the liquid air, and returneth to its deſtined 
road again; who but thy God, O Man! could have 
formed them? what but Infinite Wiſdom could have 
appointed them their laws ? | 

Behold how awful their ſplendour ! yet do they not 
diminiſh! Lo! how rapid their motions! yet one run- 
neth not in the way of another. | 
Look down upon the earth, and ſee her produce : 
examine her bowels, and behold what they contain : 
hath not wiſdom and power ordained the whole? 

Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? who watereth 
it at its due ſeaſons? behold the ox croppeth it; the 
horſe and the ſheep, feed they not upon it? Who is 
He that provideth it for them ? © 
Who giveth increaſe to the corn which thou ſoweſt ? 
Who returneth it to thee a thouſand-told? | 

Who ripeneth for thee the olive in its time? and the 
grape, though thou knoweſt not the cauſe of it? 

Can the meaneſt fly create itſelf ? or wert thou aught 
leſs than God, couldft thou have faſhioned it ? 

The beaſts feel that they exiſt, but they wonder not 
at it: they rejoice in their life, but they know not that 
it ſhall end: each performeth its courſe in ſucceſſion; 
nor is there a loſs of one ipecies in a thouſand genera- 
tions. | 

Thou who ſecſt the whole as admirable as its parts, 
canſt thou better employ thine eye, than in tracing 
out thy Creator's greatneſs in them? thy mind, than 
in examining their wonders ? 

Power and mercy are diſplayed in their format ion; 
juſtice and goodneis ſhine forth in the proviſion that is 
made for them: all are happy in their ſeveral ways, 
nor envicth one the other. 

What is the ftudy of words compared with this? 
In what ſcience is knowledge, but in the ſtudy of 
Nature? | rn When 
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When thou haſt adored the fabric, inquire into its 
uſe; tor know, the earth produceth nothing but may 
be of good to thee: are not food and raiment, and 
the remedies for thy diſeaſes, all derived from this 
ſource alone ? | 

Who is wiſe then, but he that knoweth it? who 
hath underſtanding, but he that contemplateth it? 
For the reſt, whatever ſcience hath molt utility; what. 
ever knowledge hath the leaſt vanity; prefer thele unto 
others; and profit of them for the ſake of thy neigh- 
bour. | | 

To live and to die; to command and to obey; to 
do and to ſuffer ; are not thele ail that thou haſt tur- 
ther to care about ? Morality ſhall teach thee theſe ; 
the Economy of Lite ſhall lay them betore thee, 

Behold they are written in thine heart, and thou 
needeſt only to be reminded of them; they are eaty of 
conce tion: br attentive, and thou thalt retain them. 

All other iciences are vain, ali other Knowledge is 
boatt : lo, it is not -ecetfary or benciicial to Man, nor 
doth it make him more good or more honeſt. 

Picty to thy God, an benevolence to thy fellow- 
creat ui cs, are tuey not thy great duties? What ſhall 
teach thee the one like the ſtudy of his works? What 
mall inrorm thee of the other, ke underſtanding thy 
dependencies ? | | 


OF NATURAL ACCIDENTS, 
PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. 


; Pate not proſperity late thine heart above meaſure 5 
neither deprels thy foul unto the grave, becauie 
Fortune beareth nar againit tine, 

Her {miles are not ſtable ; theretore build not thy 
conndence upon them: her trowns en dure not tor ever 3 
theretore let hope t<ici thee patience. 

To bear advcrſity well, is diffcult; but to be tem- 
perate in prolperity, is the height of wildom. 


Good 
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Good and ill are the teſts by which thou art to know 
thy conſtancy ; nor is there aught elſe that can tell thee 
the powers of thine own ſoul: be therefore upon the 
watch, when they are upon thee. 

Behold Proſperity, how ſweetly ſhe flattereth thee ! 
how intenſibly the robbeth thee of thy ſtrength and thy 
vigour! Though thou halt been conſtant in ill fortune; 
though thou halt been invincible in diſtreſs ; yet by her 
thou art conquered ; not knowing that thy ſtrength re- 
turneth not again, and yet that thou again mayeſt need it. 
Allfliction moveth our enemies to pity; ſucceſs and 

happinets cauſe even our friends to envy. 
In adverſity is the feed of well-doing; it is the 


nurſe of heroitm and boldneſs. Who that hath enough, 
will endanger himſelf to have more? who that is at 


eale, will tet his life on the hazard ? | 
True virtue will act under all circumſtances ; but 
men ſee molt oft its effects, when accidents concur 
with it. | | | 
In adverſity Man feeth himſelf abandoned by others; 
he findeth that ail his hopes are centered within him- 
ſelf : he rouleth his foul ; he encountereth his difficul- 
tics, and they yield before him. In proſperity he 
fancieth himſelt tate 5 he thinketh he is beloved of all 


that ſinile about his table: he groweth careleſs and 


remi's : he ſecth not the danger that is before him: 
he truſteth to others, and in the end they deceive him. 
- Every man can adviic his own toul in dutreſs; but 
proſperity blindeth the truth. 
Better is the ſorrow that leadeti to contentment, 
tran the joy that rendercth man unable to endure diſ- 
treſs; and after plungeth him into it. | 
Our paſſions dictate to us in all our extremes: mo- 
deration is the effect of witdom. 
Be upright in thy whole life; be content in all its 


changes; lo ſhalt thou make thy profit out of all oc- 


currences; fo ſhall every thing that happeneth unta 
- thee be thc ſource of praiſe. The 
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The wiſe man maketh every thing the means of ad- 
vantage ; and with the ſame countenance beholdeth he 
all the faces of Fortune ; he governeth the good, he 
conquereth the evil; he is unmoved in all. 

Preſume not in proſperity, neither deſpair in adver- 
ſity: court not dangers, nor meanly fly from before 
them: dare to deſpiſe whatever will not remain with 
thee. Let not adverſity tear off the wings of Hope ; 
neither let Proiperity obſcure the light of Prudence. 
He who deſpaireth of the end, ſhall never attain unto 
it; and he who ſceth not the pit, ſhall periſh therein. 
He who calleth P:viperity his good; who hath ſaid 
unto her, With thee will I eſtablith my happineſs ; lo! 
he anchoreth his veſſel in a bed of ſand, which the re- 
turn of the tide waſheth away. | 

As the water that paſſeth from the mountains, kiſſ- 
eth in its way to the ocean every field that bordereth 
the rivers; as it tarrieth not in any place; even fo 
Fortune viſiteth the ſons of men: her motion is inceſ- 
| fant, ſhe will not ſtay ; ſhe is unſtabie as the winds, 
how then wilt thou hold her? When ſhe kiſſeth thee, 
thou art bleſſed ; but behold, as thuu turneſt to thank 
her, ſhe is gone unto another. | 

PAIN AND SICENESS. 

HE ficknels of the body ait-cteth even the foul: the 
one cannot be in health without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is moſt felt; and it is 
that which frem Nature hath the feweſt remcdics. 
When thy conſtancy taileth thee, call in thy vcaton ; 
when thy patience quitteth thee, call in thy hope. 

To ſuffer, is a neceſſity entailed upon thy nature; 
wouldſt thou that miracies ſhould protect thee from it ? 
or ſhalt thou repine becauſe it happeneth unto thec, when 
lo! it happeneth unto all! ” 

It is mjuſtice to expect exemption from that thou 
wert born unto : ſubmit with modeſty to the laws of 
thy condition. 

Wouldſt thou ſay to the ſcaſons, Paſs not on, leſt I 
grow old ? Is it not better to ſuffer well that which 
thou canſt not avoid? | Pain 
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Pain that endureth long is moderate; bluſh there- 
fore to complain of it: that which is violent is ſhort ; 
behold thou ſeeſt the end of it. 

Thy body was created to be ſubſervient to the foul z 
while thou afflicteſt the ſoul for its pains, behold thou 
ſetteſt that above it. 

As the wiſe affliteth not himſelf, becauſe a thorn 
teareth his garment z ſo the patient grieveth not his 
ſoul, becauſe that which covereth it 1s injured. 


DEATH. 


AS the production of the metal proveth the work of 
the alchymiſt, ſo is death the teſt of our lives, the 
aſſay which theweth the ſtandard of all our actions. 
Wouldit thou judge of life, examine the period of 
it; the end crowneth the attempt; and where diſſimu- 
lation is no more, there truth appeareth. TRE 
He hoth not {pent his life ill, who knoweth to die 
weil, neither can he have loſt all his time, who em- 
ployeth the laſt portion of it to his honour. | 
He was not born in vain who dieth as he ought: 
either hath he lived unprofitably who dieth happily. 
He that coniidereth he is to die, is content while he 
liveth 3 he who firiveth to forget it, hath no pleaſure in 
any thing: his joy appeareth to him a jewel which 
| he expecteth every moment he ſhall lote, | 
Wouldſt thou l-arn to die nobly ? let thy vices die 
before thee. Happy is he who endeth the buſineſs 
of his life before his death; who, when the hour of it 
cometh, hath nothing to do but to die; who wiſheth 
not for delay, becaule he hath no uſe for time. | 
Avoid not death, tor it is a weaknel1s ; fear it not, 
for thou underſtandeſt not what it is: all that thou cer- 
tainly knowelt is, that it putteth an end to thy furrows. 
Think not the longelt lite the happieſt ; that which 
is beſt employcd, doth Man the moſt honour ; himſelf 
mall rezuice after death in the advantages ot it. 
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